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OILEAU has ſaid, that, !ruth ſametimes may not haue 


the appearance of truth. The juſtneſs of this obſerva- 


„ 
n 


non is ſuffigiently apparent ia the preſent narrative, which 
might be conſidered as a fiction, - were not the authenticit 
of it, in ſome, meaſure, confirmed; by the reſpectability of 
hoſe gentlemen, by whoſe aſſiſtance the author was en- 
abled to return to his native county, and whoſe names be. 
has mentioned with gratitude and reſpect. Theſe were 
Mc. Durocher, the French Conſul at Morocco, and 
Meſſrs. Duprat and Cabannes, merchants at Mogadore. 
Betides, Mr. de Briſſom relates his- ſtory in ſo unaffected 
a manner, that there can hardly be a doubt entertained of 
his having given a faithful and exact account of what he 
bew and ſuffered, during a tedious captivity of thirteen 
months, among the wandering Arabs, in frightful and 
melancholy deſerts, deſtitute, nat oaly of every comfort, 
but even of the neceſſaties of life. Thoſe, who write for 
the purpoſe of impofing on the world, ot to make themſelves 
conſpicuous by the {ingularity of their adventures, for the 
moſt part - interſperſe them with ſo many improbabilities 
and contradictions, ,.that the deception is readily detected 
nothing of this kind, however, appears in the preſent work, 
The dangers and difficulties which the author encountered 
ae indred extraordinary, but they are ſuch as might be ex- 
rm in a Country like Africa, and among a people equal- 
brutal and ferocious as the Arabs, This traveller muſt 
have poſſeſſed no ſmall ſhare of reſolution, and the ftrength 
of his conſtitution muſt have been equal to the firmneſs of 
his mind. 1893 * wig ant Os 
The author tells us, that his principal motives, for r 
ing this work before the public, | were a defire of being be» 
neficial to ſuch untortunate people as might be-expoled; to 
the like tate, -and-a-regard to the welfare of his country, 
and to the intereſts of 1umanicy. Theſe, undoubtedly, are 
laudable views; and the hints which he throws out, may be 
of che greateſt utility to thoſe who may be ſhipwrecked upon 
the coaſt ot Africa, of WhO may fail into the hands of 
theſe barbarians,” To the end of his garritive Mr. de Beiſſon 
bas added a ſuccin& account of the manners and cuſtoms 


of 


( vi ) 

# of thefe wandering” tribes, - which, "white "it pröſekts us 

with a melancholy picture of the depravity of human na- 
ture, in a ſtate of rudeneſs, may ſerve to convince preten· 


* ded phiffofephers, who are fond of beſtowing encomiums 
on ſavage Hfe, of the ridiculous abſurdity of their opinions, 


#06, at the ſame time, teach thoſe,” who lie under the 
Ald inffuence of liberty and civilization, in governments 
where che light of ſcieſſce has humanized the Heart, to ap- 
99101 


preciate the bleſſings which they enjoy. 101 x 


AUrHñHON PREFACE. 


[ 


Pity evety man who is under the neceſſity of ſpeaking 
- ebficerning himfetf ; yet I here appear as the narrator 
of my 69 ſhipwreck and captivity. - The teadet will cafi- 
ty perceive, by the fimplicity of my ſtyle and the plainneſs 
of my dition, that I am far from aſpiring to the reputation 
of an author; nor 06 I ſeek for the vain conſolation of cal- 
Iirig forty, by A recital of my misfortunes,” the ſighs of the 
eampatronate- A deſire of preventing the like "difaſters 
was my principal view in publiſhing chis narrative, and. 
hope that every unprejudiced and humane mind will do 
juſtice to my intentions. Happy ſhall I be if they are not 
fruſtrated, nd if, by giving a juſt idea of the weakgeſs of 
1 prinee too much dreaded; I can diſſuade the powers of 
Europe from furniſhing him with the means of oppreſſing 
their ſubjedts and of injuring their commerce. — 
However, obſerve; that I have'contented myſelf with te- 
gating ait facts and giving a faithfol account of what 1 
obferved, leaving thofe, into whoſe hands tois work may 
Tall, to make reflections; which, if coming from me, 
might ſeem te de dictated by animofity or diſappointment. 

it maäy, pethaps, be thought ſtrange that this work 
ſhould net appear till 1789; that is to ſay, until more than 
td yet aſtetf the end of my captivity, Know, kind res- 


der, that, as ſoon as my quaramine was finiſhed at Cadiz, 
* cven 
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even before L had ſet foot on —— . native. foil; ar pad wy 
reſpects to teoder aud affectionate / ſpouſe vom — 
I wrote to Marſhal de Caſtries, the.mivifier of the ma 
that I waited for bis orders.ta/returo te Senegals and. — 
charged with freſh diſpatches, I re-embarked at Haute de 
Grace, onthe ſixth of May, 1587. - lo this voyage Ithad 
the good , fortune to arrive without any accident at the 
i0and of St. Louis, where received a viſe 400-inteceſting 
o be palled or. 1019 21g! 
Dr. Sparman, a Wee ee and prafollat-vf un 
tural hiſtory, already well krown by hig travels to the in- 
werior parts of Africa, from the Cape of Good Hope, : wait» 
ed upon me one day, at Senegal, with his cauntryman 
Mr, Wadſtrom. Theſe illuſtrious ftranger:, after ma- 
king themſelves, known," informed me that they had come 
from Goreez for the put pole of converſing with me, and 
to beg me to give them inſtzuctions reſpecting, that part of 
Africa which I had 'traverſed;; and rv point out the beſt me- 
thod af going irom Senegal to Morocco, acrofs the deſerta, 
by Galand Bambou and Bondoeu- In anſwer 10 theit in- 
quit ies, I told them, that they would never. ſueced in that 
enterpriſe, uuleſs they could find ſome Arab wha wauld 
undertake io conduct tberp ; that I thought it. very difficult; 
and that, even in caſeqthey ſhould find; fuch a perſon; | 
would be neec{ary' tot them to pretend that they gurl 
his affiltance becauſe they had been ſhipwrecked ;1* 
they would be obliged to travel barefooted, do. be — 
night and day to chat incditmeſncy of the. weather,. to\ſerve 
their guide like flayes when... they met with other. Arabs, 
and to be comended.at all times to, feed upon. whatever was 
teſt by this pretended maſter.  aſtecwarys introduced them 
to a conference with the Sherif Sidy: Mouhammed, WhO 
eſides at Senegal; but he candidly confeſſed, hat, um- 
withitanding bis quality which would ſheiter him from 
on diſagreable ccumſtauces, he could not yenturets 
expoſe himdelf | to the dangers of the journey.which-they 
propoſed, After this ſpeech: they were ſeuſible that it 
aud be impothble, for. them. to undertake, tt with. any 
ps of ſucceſs. They therefore gave up all thoughts of 


Having 


, Having aſked theſe il} uſtfious travellers why they had not 
| procured recommendations from government, they ' replied, 
- that they could not accuſe themſelves of temiſſneſs on that 
head. They ſaid they had obtained recommendatio s from 
government, and a protection of the fame nature as thoſe 
granted to Mr. Bougainville, Captain Cook, Count de la 


Peyrouſe, &c. and that, before they quitted France, they 
Had carried their precautions ſo far as to make certain at- 
rangements with the Directors of the African Company; 
that Mr. de Boufflers, the Governor of Goree, whom they 
had long known, and to whoſe talents and virtues th 
paid a juſt tribute of applauſe, bad ſhewn them every 
ſible civility ; that he had furniſhed them with many inte- 
reſting inſtructions, and that he had offered to do them every 
ſervĩce in his power; but that, after his departure, the com- 
pany's agents had refuſed them the leaſt aſſiſtance towards 
carrying their plan into execution. “ You are a French- 
man, Mr. de Briſſon, ſaid theſe gentlemen, permit us, 
however, to condemn the excluſive privileges which are fo 
readily granted in your country. - They muſt, - ſoon or late, 
occaſion the deſtruction of commerce, and, conſequently, 
cauſe a conſiderable diminution in the reſources of the nation, 
We were bearers of the miniſter's orders, and yet your privi« 
leged gentlemen have thought - proper to pay no atten ion to 
them. We have found ſubjects ere themclves into depot. 
-When they meet with an opportunity they will perhaps be- 
come tyrants.” | | 5 

On my return to France I found the place, which the 
Marſhal de Caſtries had reſigned, filled by the Count del: 
Luzerne. It was, therefore, into the hands of this miniſ- 
ter that I delivered the diſpatches which had been entruſted 
to my care; The kindneſs with which he recerved me, the 
compaſſion he ſhewed me on account of my misfortunes, 
and the hopes which he gave me that his Majeſty's bene. 
 ficence would be extended towards me as one of his faithful 
fervants, encouraged me to reviſe and publiſh this nairativey 
which, I can aſſure the public, has been dictated only b! 
truth, and a regard to the intereſts of my country and of 
humanity, | is 
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Y voyages to Africa ad already expoſed WW! 

me to many dangers, dit culries, and loſſes, 11 
when, in the month of June, 1585, I received an 
order, from the. Marſhal de Ciftrics, to embark for 
the iſland of St. Louis, at Senegal, in the St. Catha- 
rine, Captain Le Turc, who, during the laſt war, 
acquired ſo much reputation, when he commanded 
a privateer called the Fleſſinguois. we 

Having proceeded on our voyage, without any 
interruption, till we arrived at the Canaries, we paſ- 
ſed between theſe iſles and that of Palma, on the 10th 
of July following, about three in the afternoon. 
Before my departure from France, I took care to 
torewarn the captain of the danger to which! 
would be expoſed in theſe ſeas by the violence of 


the currents, remarking to him that every time I 
had paſſed there I had run a great riſk of being 
driven upon the coaſts of Barbary, This caution, 
dictated by experience, might , haye excited the at- 
tention of Captain Le Turc, eſpecially as I repeated 
it as ſoon as I obſerved the ſea to aſſume a whiter 
color; but, when I aſked him if he did not intend 
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to throw the lead, he replied, © What are you afraid 
of i—he land ?—we are more than eighty leagues 
from it.” The ſecond en made me almoſt the 
ſame anſwer; but, alas! they ſoon had an oppor. 
tunity of being both convinced that my fears were 
too well foundec. 

About midnight I was awaked by the violent 
motion of the. veſlel, and, imagining that we had 
ſtruck, I haſtened immediately upon deck. The 
reader may judge of my ſurpriſe, when I percei- 


ved a kind of ſhoal ſurrounded by rocks, while all | 


the crew were faſt aſleep. Alarmed at our dan- 
ger, I ran quickly to rouſe them, and, calling out 
to the nd fave bimſelf, told him that the 
veſſel touched bc Fortgn, 'The captain, inſtantly 
came upon deck, ae the midſt, of his terror, 
which his officers. with- him, .gave orders for 
ſteering towards te is 3 Ihe veſſel being 


| thus directed, and e hurried along by. the force 


of the currents, ſtruck thrice, againſt t e ſhoal, and 
then remained without the leaſt motion. 

A dreadful noiſe now en ued; the maſts, looſened, 
quiyered over our heads; 3 the fails, violently agita- 
ted, were torn into a thouſand rags ; the terror be- 
came general, and the cries, of the ſailors, mixed 
with the dreadful roaring of, the ſea, which ſeemed 
as if irtitated at ſeeing its courſe, ſtopped, between 


the rocks and the veſſel, which it was about to ſwal- 


low up, ſtill added to the horror of the, ſcene, In 
this dangerous ſtate, the conſternation of abe crew 
was: ſo great, that no one thought of ſaving, himlclf. 
5 Oh! n my, wife! cried one; Oh! my dear chil. 
dren!” exclaimed a ſecond while * lifted up 
their hands to heaven and implored the divine Pco- 


tection. However, by went of axes, we cut why, 
* che 
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LES, 
the maſts, hoping that we ſhould Be able to ſave the 
ſhip z but our exertions were of ns avail, the hold 
was already filled with waterr. 

In this fatal extremity I went up to- the captain, 
who, amidſt his diſtreſs, was unable td purſue any 
plan for our relief. Eighteen months before, Cap- 
tain Carſin had experienced the ſame accident near 
Cape Blanc, and in a fit of deſpair Had occaſioned 
the ruin of a great many unhippy people, by ſtivbt-" 
ing himſelf through the head. Apprehending that 
Captain Le Turc niight do/ the ſame, and leave us 
without a commander, I exhorted him to have pa- 
tience, and did every thing in my power to re- 
animate his courage, but without ſucceſs. We 
ſhould, therefore, have been inevitably loſt, had not 
Mr. Yan, one of the lieutenants, Mr. Suret, a paſ- 
ſenger, three Engliſh ſailors, and a few others, en- 
couraged by my example, aſſiſteq me to' hoiſt out 
the chaloupe, and to prevent it afterwards from being 
ſunk, or daſhed to pieces againſt the ſides of the 


ſhip, We were obliged to ſtruggle the whole nighgt 


againſt the fury of the ſea, that, when day appeared, 
we might be able to avoid the rocks which ſurround- 

ed us on all ſides, and to get, if poſſible, on- ore. 
Having taken every neceſſary pretcaution, I called 
out to thoſe who remained, to throw us ſome ropes 
into the boat; in order, that, if we ſhould have 
the good fortune to reach the land in ſafety, they 
might pull it back towards the veſſel. As the cap- 
tain, ſecond captain, and three-fourthy of the crew, 
had not the courage to expoſe themſelves in this 
rſt attempt, we could think of no other method 
of ſaving them. | „ 
Scarcely had we made two ſtrokes with our oars, 
hen they were ſwept from the hands of the rowers 
5 2 C7 by 
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by the violence of the waves; the chaloupe was 
= overſet; we were in an inſtant ſeparated; and all, 


*3 i 


except Mr. Devoiſe, brother to the conſul at Tripoli, 


caſt upon a bank of ſand. I, however, threw my, 


ſelf immediately into the water, and was fortunate 


enough to fave. him from deſtruftion. 


908 unfortunate companions, who had remained 
on-board, . now ſaw themſelves deprived of every 
aſſiſtance from us; but I ſoon revived their hopes, 
by plunging, into. the wayes, accompanied by Mr. 
Tr by whoſe zeal and activity my efforts were 
well ſeconded. He prevailed upon the reſt to join 
us in endeayouring to get the chaloupe afloat again, 
which we accompliſhed with a good deal of dif. 
ficulty, but we found, ourſelves amply repaid for our 
labor, when we ſet the reſt of the crew on-fhore; 


the victims of a ſecond, ſtill more terrible, 
Having aſked the captain at what diſtance he ſup. 


Poſed we might be from Senegal, I received an an- 


ſwer which was far from being ſatisfactory, Not 
knowing then what route to purſue, I informed my 
companions in diſtreſs, that I could not flatter my- 
ſelf with the hopes of conducting them to any vil 


— 


lage of the tribe of the Trargea, where I might have 
ks fortune to be known to ſome Arab, with 
whom I had been connected at the iſland of St. Louis, 
at Senegal. In ſuch a caſe,” faid I, „ our cap- 
tivity will be ſhorter and leſs rigorous; but I am 
afraid of meeting with ſome hordes of the tribe of 
the Labdeſſeba, a ferocious people, who live like 
real ſavages; who wander about from place to place 
in their deſerts, and who live upon nothing but the 
milk of their camels,”? a 

$ 


We, however, eſcaped this firſt danger to become 


"1 13 J 


As ſoon as we had got on- ſnore, I prevailed on 
my companions to clamber up the rocks, that we 
might diſcover, if poſſible, upon what land Provi- 
dence had caſt us. When we reached the ſummit, 
we perceived an immenſe plain covered with white 
and, interſperſed with a few plants, very like bran- 
ches of coral. Theſe plants bear a ſmall ſeed, of 
the ſame color, and almoſt of the ſame fize as that 
of muſtard: the Arabs call it avezoud. They ga- 
ther ir, and make a kind of paſte of it, which they 
uſe as food. This view was terminated by ſome 
lutle hills, which, being covered with a kind of wild 
fern, had a great reſemblance to a vaſt foreſt. 

In walking towards theſe hills, I found fome ca- 
mel's dung under my feet, and ſoon after I ſaw fe- 
yeral of theſe animals, which were feeding here and 
there, We had then no longer cauſe to doubt that 
the country was inhabited, and this diſcovery al- 


ing among what people we were, we thought our- 
ſelyes very fortunate to approach any village, as 
hunger, which began to attack us, would have ſoon 


than any of the reſt what we had to fear, and, above 
all; from thirſt and the want of water. 

Whilſt my mind was occupied with this diſmal 
reflection, I perceived, at a diſtance, ſome children, 
who were endeavouring to collect a flock of goats, 
and to drive them before them. From this circum- 
ſtance, I concluded that we were diſcovered, and 
that our preſence had cauſed ſome terror. The cries 
of theſe children having ſpread the alarm to the 
neighbouring camp, the inhabitants immediately 
came to meet us; and, as ſoon as they had taken 
a full view of us, they leparated, and began to _— 

: ; an 


layed our apprehenſions a little; for, without know - | 


reduced us to the greateſt diſtreſs, I knew better 
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and caper about upon the ſand, covering, at the 


ſame time, their faces with their hands, and ſending 


forth horrid cries and yells. This was ſufficient to 
convince vs that theſe people were little acquainted 
with the figure and appearance of Europeans, Ag 
their geſtures, and the manceuvres which' they made 
to ſurround us, foreboded no good, I deſired: my 
companions not to ſeparate, and to march in order 
until I ſhould be near them enough to be underſtood, 
In my preceding voyages'to Senegal, I had learned 


ro ſpeak a few Arabic words, which I hoped would | 


be of fome fervice to me on the prelent occaſion. [ 
began, therefore, by putting a white handkerchief 
at the end of my cane, in the form cf a flag, think. 
ing that, perhaps, they might have ſome knowledge 
of that ſignal; eſpecially if there were any of them 
who had ever been at Senegal, or that, if any uf them 
had ever ſeen a French ſhip in thele ſeas, they might 
know us to be unfortunate Frenchmen thrown upon 
their coaſts by ſhipwreck. 

When we came up to theſe ſavages ſome of my 
companions, and, among others, the firſt and fecond 
leutenant, ſeparated from us. They were imme- 
diately ſurrounded, and ſeized by the collar, and it 
was then, that, by the reflection of the fun's rays 
from the poliſhed blades of their poignards, we dil- 
covered, for the firſt time, that they were armed: 
having not perceived this before, I advanced without 
any fear, Our two unhappy companions having 
diſappeared, I was not able to make the reſt ſtop, 
even for a little time: fear got ſo much poſſeſſion 
of their hearts, that they all together gave vent to 
cries of deſpair, and fled different ways. The Arabs, 
armed with cutlaſſes and large clubs, fell upon them 


with incredible ferocity ; and I had the mortification 
| 0 


C 35 } 
of ſoon; ſeeing ſome of them wounded, whilſt others, 
ſtripped. and naked, lay ſtretched qut and expiring 
on the ſand. 18 bb | N 
In the midſt of this dreadful maſſaere, I perceived 
an Arab unarmed. By this dreſs I tock him to 
be one of thoſe who had accompanied Prince Allicoury 
on a viſit which he had formeily paid me at the ille 
of St. Louis, and. I immediately ran, to throw my- 
-!f into his arms; hut, after having examined me 


r ) ot Fr hu 


bor ſome time, he caſt vpan me, Mr. Devoile, the 
| WH cond captain, and five of my companions, who 
[| WH had not quitted us, a look of contempt, which tos 
\ WW plainly announced that we were equally, unfortunate 
Jas the reſt. - He laid hold of my hand, looked at 
+ W it vith, attention, counted my fingers, put his hand 


into the hollow of mine, making ſeveral motions 
| with his head, and then aſked, Who att thou? 
What art thou doiog; here? How cameſt thou hi- 
ther?” In order that, I might, fatisfy him as well- 
as [ could, I traced out the figure of a ſhip on the 
had; and, by, the help of the few Arabic words 
which I knew, and of my geſtures, I made him com- 
prehend that, I ſolicited his aſſiſtance to conduct us 
to che place of our deſtination, Having, added, that 
bad about me wherewich to recompenſe him far 
-bis trouble, he ſeemed, ro underſtand. this part of 
: ny communication much better than the former; 
ve for, he directly thruſt his fingers through mine, to 
g Worm me that we were friends from that moment, 
p, and immediately defired me to put into his hands 
n che effects of which I had ſpoken. I then gave him 
to two beautiful watches, one of which was a repeater, 
„ ich their chains; a gold ſtock-buckle; two pair 

0: ſilver, leeve- buttons; a xing, ſer, wich diamonds ; 
7 « iUyer goblet; and two hundred and twenty livres 
0 : ; in 
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in ſpecie. I remarked, that if the fight of the rin: I gn, 
kets gave him pleaſure, that of the money gave him the 
much more. He concealed his treaſure with the I mi. 
utmoſt care and attention, in a corner of his ſhirt, 
which -was 'blue, promiſing never to forſake me, 
The precaution I had taken, to ſave theſe effects in 
hopes of procuring the good will of thoſe into whoſe 
hands J might fall, proved to me an inexhauſtible 
ſource of ſorrow and uneaſineſs. 

As ſoon as this Arab had ſecured his booty, he 
aſked me in what part we had been ſhipwrecked, I 
told him; and immediately he called to ſome more 
of his countrymen to follow him. By the manner 
in which they accoſted him, I perceived that my 
protector was a man of diſtinction; he was, indeed, 
their prieſt, to whom they give the name of Talhe. 

When we arrived at the ſea-ſhote, they began 
to ſend forth loud ſhouts of joy; but the jealouſ 
which appeared in their countenances ſoon raiſed: 
ſpirit of diſcord amongſt them. They deſired that 
we would ſwim to the veſſel and bring away what- 
ever we could fave. We all, however, refuſed, 
alleging that we could not ſwim : ſo that part df 
them were obliged to go themſelves; but thoſe, who 
remained on the ſhore, and above all, the women, 
ſeemed to be under great anxiety, leſt they ſhould 
not get an equal hare with thoſe who had thrown 
themſelves into the water. 

The news of our ſhipwreck being, by this time, 
ſpread abroad throughout the country, we ſaw the 
ſavages running with the greateſt eagerneſs from al 
quarters; their numbers naturally increaſed the jea- 
looſy of the reſt, ſo that they ſoon came to blows, 
and many of them loſt their lives in the conteſt, The 
women, enraged that they could not pillage the 

IPs 
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ſhip, threw themſelves upon us, and tore from u 
the few articles of dreſs which we had left; but 
mire principally attracted their attention, as it ſeem- 
ed to be more worthy of notice. A orgikod 

My maſter, who was far from being of a warlike 
diſpofition, perceiving that the number of the Arabs 
encrealed every moment, called aſide two of his 
friends, whom he cunningly admitted as partners: 
with him in the property of twelve of the crew, 
who had given themſelves up to him. This was 
the beſt means of forming a party, and of preſerving, 
that ſhare of the booty which he reſerved for him- 
ſelf. After he had made ſuch arrangements with 
his :Noctates as he thought neceſſary, both for di- 
viding what had already been procured from the 
ſhip as well as for ſharing the ſlaves whom he had 
ſecured, he retired from the crowd, that he might 
ſhelter us from every inſult; and the place which 
he made choice of, for that purpoſe, was a wretched 
hut, covered with moſs, and ſituated at the diſtance 
of more than a league from the ſea, where we were 
lodged, or rather heaped one upon the other. 

The firſt care of our patron was to pay us a viſit, 
and to ſearch us to {ce that we had concealed none 
of our property. My companions, unluckily for 
them, had reſerved nothing, and on that account 
he was in a very ill humour, and treated them with- 
out any mercy. He took from them even their 
ſhirts and their handkerchiefs, giving them to, un- 
derſtand, that if he did not do them that favour: 
others would, He attempted alſo ro pay me the 
lame compliment; but, having obſerved to him, that 
I had already given him enough, I mer» with no 
larther moleſtation. & 


* 
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Not knowing as yet among what tribe we had 
fallen, I addreſſed myſelf to our maſter with a view 
of being informed; and, partly by words and partly 
by ſigns, I held the following converſation with 
him. What is thy name, and that of thy tribe, 
and why didft thou fly from thele crowds, who ad- 
vanced towards the ſhores of the ſea?“ —— 4+ My 
name is Sidy Mahammet, of Zouze; my tribe js 
that of Labdeſſeba, and I fled from the Ovadelimy, 
becauſe we do not live on good terms with one an- 
other.“ But,” added he, What is thy name? 

Art thou brother to theſe people?” pointing to my 
companions. I replied to his queſtions, but I was 
much affected to learn that we had fallen into the 
hands of the moſt ferocious people who inhabit the 
deſerts of Africa. I then foreſaw that we ſhould be 
expoled to numberleſs miſeries and difficulties till 
the moment of our deliverance, But, alas! how 
was that to be effected? I durſt not flatter myſelf 
even with the moſt diſtant hopes of it. 

The ſequel clearly ſhewed that my fears were too 
well founded. My maſter, after burying in the 
ſand the little treaſure with which I had enriched 
him, returned to the fea-ſhore, to ſee what would 
ariſe to him from the plunder of the ſhip. During 
his abſence, a company of the Ouade!ims came to lay 
ſtege to our retreat; and, having pillaged and del- 
troyed every thing, they ſeized upon us alſo, laying 
hold-of ſome by the throat, and of others by the 
hair; while two of them advancing towards me, and 
taking me by the arms, dragged me firſt on one 
fide, and then on another. The few trifles which I 
had left became the objects of their jealous fury; 
others running up ſurrounded me, dragged me aſide, 


and, having torn my ſhirt and handkerchief from 
me, 
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me, puſhed me down behind ſome hillocks of ſand. 
There they beat me in the moſt outrageous manner, 
until I loſt ali hopes, and thought of nothing but 
expiring in their hands; the cords, which they 
brought to bind me, ſeemed to announce that my 
laſt hour was come. Whilſt I was in this cruel per- 
plexity, one of my maſter's two aſſociates, running 
up quite out of breath, cried out, © Stop — You 
© have committed in the hut of Sidy Mahammet, 
« our Talbe, the moſt atrocious acts of injuſtice. 
« Not contented with robbing him of this flave, in 
« your fury you have rrod under foot the facred 
books of religion. The prieſt, incenſed at the 
« indecency of your ſacrilegious conduct, requires 
that the elders of both parties be aſſembled to 
« judge the guilty in a full council. Believe me, 
* you had better reſtore his ſlave : this will be the 


e only means to appeaſe his anger.” This threat 
produced the deſired effect. I was delivered into 


the meſſenger's hands by thoſe who had treated me 


with ſo much cruelty, after they had ſeparated me 
tom my companions. He, however, carried me 
away only to expoſe me to new torments. $45: 
Nouegem, for this was the name of the perſon 
who had delivered me, conducted me immediately 
to the place where the council was aſſegibled, and, 
having preſented me, ſaid, '** Behold the flave of 
Sidy Mahammet, whom I have followed the whole 
day, that I might never loſe ſight of him. After 
much fatigue, and many dangers, I have reſcued 
him from the hands of thoſe who had carried him 
away. As the price of my labour, I requiethat he 
may make part of the ſlaves who are to be aſſigned 
to me as my ſhare; I have a greater right to him, 
Lnce I have ſeen him put into the poſſeſſion of his 
C 2 miiter 
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to Prince Allicoury. I have pledged my word to 
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maſter a large quantity of effects, which appeared be 
to me to be of great value.““ A troop of women © 
and children immediately aſſembled around me; m 
they ſurveyed me wich great attention, and cried out, I {+ 
all at once, he is a king.“ 
Sidy Mahammet, enraged becauſe Nouegem had 
diſcloſed the ſecret reſpecting his treaſure as well ag 
on account of the claim which he had dared to aa. 
pounce, caſt a look of contempt upon him, and, 
with fury in his countenance, ſaid, * Whether this 
Chriſtian be a king or not, he is my property; of 
his own accord he threw himſelf into my arms, and 
J have promiſed to protect him, and to conduct him 


him, and I hope this tribunal will make ſome di. 
tinction in favour of my rights, between a man of 
my character and a Nouegem who deſerves from 
me the ſevereſt chaſtiſement.“ From this diſcoute 
one may form ſome notion of the pride of the Arab 
prieſts, il. 2 
Since this is thy pretenſion,” replied immedi- 
ately the Arab, as he cannot become mine, he 
ſhall periſh by my hand.“ Scarcely had he finiſhed 
theſe words, when he drew his poignard to ſtab me, 
I trembled under the threatening dag ger of this bar- 
barian; but my maſter, without loſing a moment of Ml cc 
time, threw a kind of chaplet,+ of an incredible fu 
length, over me, and then took in his hand a {mall 


3 
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* I did not underſtand the Arabic well enough to compre- m 
hend what theſe people ſaid, upon this as well as upon other ſe; 
occaſions ; but, when I became acquainted with it, I made my 4 


maſter repeat their converſation. 
The Talbes carry about with them a long piece of cord, in 
upon which are put 115 ſmall black balls. They uſe them aa ev 
the Catholics uſe their beads. ** 
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d book, which hung at his girdle. At the fame” in- 
n ſtant, the women ruſhed towards me; and ſnatched 
me from the hands of Nouegern, to put me into 
„ thoſe of the enraged prieſt: fo much did they dread 

jeſt he ſhould thunder forth an anathema n his 
d antagoniſt. 

At the diſtance of a ſew paces from the place where 
this ſcene happened, I found my Companions, whom 
had given up for loſt. 

But, good God! in wha: ſtate did J. find chem 
They had already begun to feel the horrors of famine. 
They had eat nothing for two days. I was no leſs 
exhauſted than they, but the criſis, to which I had 
been reduced, had agitated my ſpirits in ſuch a man- 
ner that [ had as it were loſt the faculty of reren | 
ving the wants by which J was preſſed, 

\\ ken I recovered a little tranquillity, and began 
to reflect opon the danger which J had eſcaped, 
my mind was ſo much affected, that I could not re- 
frain from tears. I endeavoured to conceal from 
every eye this teſtimony of my ſenſibility and grief; 

but ſome of the women having obſerved it, inſtead 
of being moved with compaſſion, they threw ſand in 
e. my cyes, to dry my eye-lids, according to their ex“ 
„ beſion. Happily the oblcurizy of the night, by 
of WW concealing me from their hight, laved me from the 
le fury of theſe monſter s. * 
ll We had been \now: three days i in a ſtats of navely, 
and during all this time we had received no nourifh- 
re- ment but a little flout, which, though ſpoilt by the 
lea water, was rendered much more diſagreeable by 
a mixtu of barley- meal, which had been long kept 
d, in 2 goat's ſkiny and, bad as this-repalt was, it way 
every now: and then "interrupted by alarming cries 
» | Wiicy we heard at ſome'diſtanee; 7 + et 
ky One 
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One of Sidy Mahammet's friends came running up 
to him, to caution him to conceal himſelf as ſpeedily 
as poſſible, becauſe the Ouadelims were erriving from 


| 1 all parts, to take from him his capture. Fly with 


your ſlaves,” ſaid he, ** whilſt I go to collect ſome 
of ours; at the break of day we will ſet out to re- 
turn to our own habitation.” I learned afterwards, 
that the Arabs of the tribe of Labdeſſeba had re- 
paired to the borders of the ſea only three days be- 
fore we were ſhipwrecked, in order to collect the ſeeds 
of wild plants for the ſubſiſtence of their families, 
The place of rendezvouz being agreed on, we con- 
cealed ourſelves behind hillocs of ſand, where we 
remained until ſome Arabs of another tribe, bute- 
qually intereſted in preſerving their plunder, ſhould 
Join us, and reinforce our troop. A guide, who was 
ſent before us, had erected at certain diſtances ſmall 
Pyramids of ftones, to direct us what route to pu. 
fue, and to prevent us from falling into the midſt of 
the enemy, and particularly of the Ouadelims ; for, 
theſe people are fo avaricious, that, whether friends 
or enemies, they are equally to be dreaded. At he 
break of day, all thoſe who had Chriſtian ſlaves ha- 
ving joined us, we began our march, in order to 
reach the interior parts of the countiy, where our 
maſters reſided. 0. 

It is impoſſible for me to expreſs how much we 
ſuffered during our journey, and principally from 
thirſt, We found ſo great difficulty in moving our 
tongues, that we had not the courage to aſk the 
leaſt queſtion, We were, however, obliged co fol. 
low the camels, which they drove on very faſt ; and 
our maſters, through a dread that we ſhould be ta- 
ken from them, cauſed us to make ſo many counter 
marches, that we were fifteen days in going to their 

| habitatioghy 
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habitations, whereas, had we 
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thiſtles. Having here flackened our pace, I found 
that the ſoles of my feet were entirely covered with 
blood, ſo that it was impoſſible for me to preceed 
any farther, My matter then made me get up behind 
him upon his camel, but this attention on his part, 
inſtead of giving me any relief, had a quite eontrary 
effect, and expoſed me to the ſevereſt pain. A ca- 
mel naturally ſteps very heavily, and its trot is re- 
markably hard. As I was naked, I could not ſecure 
myſelf from the friction of the animal's hair, ſo that 
in a very little time my ſkin was entirely rubbed off. 
My blood trickled down over the animal's ſides; and 
this ſight, iaſtead of moving the pity of theſe bar- 
barians, afforded them a ſubject of diverſion. They 
ſported with my ſufferings, and, that their enjoyments - 
might be ſtill higher, they ſpurred on their camels. 
| ſhould therefore have received incurable wounds, 
lad 1 not formed the violent but neceſſary reſolution 
ol throwing myſelf off, and of walking on the ſancd. 
oe This I accompliſhed ; and in falling I fuſtained no n 
m Noether hurt but that of having my body dreadfullxß 
ar picked by the thiſtles, with which, as 1 have al- 
ne eady ſaid, the whole ground was covered. 
1 Towards evening, having perceived a thick ſmoke, 
od Limagined that we were approaching ſome hamlet, 
24 nhere we ſhould find ſomething to eat, and, above 
er Rall, ſomething to allay our intolerable thirſt; but, in 
ir Ia ſhort time, I obſerved nothing but a few bfiſhes, in 
vhich our guide had taken up his lodging. Worn 
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out with fatigue, I retired behind one of them, to 


wait for the relieving hand of death; but ſcarcely 


had I ſtretched myſelf out on the ground, when an 
Arab; belonging to our company, came, and made me 


get up to unload his camel. I was ſo enraged at the 


imperious tone with which this fellow gave his or. 
ders, that I addreſſed myſelf to him without the leaſt 
ceremony, upon which he tore from my head an old 
ſea-cap, which had been given me 1n the place of 
my hat, ſpat upon it, by way of contempt, and 
ſeized me violently by the arm, to drag me towards 
the camels. As toon as he laid his hands upon me 
I could no longer reſtrain my paſſion; I gave him 
a blow in the face with my filt, and then, in diſen- 


- gaging myſelf from him, I laid hold of a ſtick, one 


end of which was armed with the head of a lance, 
and, running after him, endeavoured to ftrike him, 


but he betook himſelf to flight, and eſcaped from 


; my vengeance. , 


At the ſame inſtant I perceived my maſter, who 
was advancing towards me. Being ignorant of his 
intention, I called out to him, that, it he actempred 
to revenge his companion, I would defend myſelf 
to the laſt, rather than be ſtruck. He laughed at 
my reſolution and threats, but at the ſame time al- 
ſured me that I had nothing to fear. This adven- 
ture convinced me that, with firmneſs and reſolution, 
I might avoid a great deal of ill treatment, to which 
I ſhould have been expoſed by appearing timid; and 
the event ſnewed that this idea was well-tounded. I 
however ſaw preparations going ferward which gave 
me great uneaſineſs. They made flints red hot in 4 
large pan, raiſed up a huge ſtone which was at the 
foot of a buſh, dug up the earth, and all the Arabs, 


frequently repeating my name, burſt out into loud 
lits 


(/25-)) 


kes of laughter. They then called to me, and obli- 
ged me to approach the hole which theq had digi 
the ground, while the perſon whom I had beaten 
made different figns with his hand. He drew it 
often backwards and forwards againſt his throat, as 
if he intended to cut it, or to give me to underſtand 
chat they reſolved to ſerve me in the ſame manner, 
However reſolute 1 was; and determined to defend 
myſelf, theſe geſtures were by no means pleaſing z 
but my apprehenſions were ſoon converted into ſur- 
priſe, when I beheld them take from the pit, whi 

{ had approached, a goat ſkin full of water, a ſmal 
leathern bag, containing barley-meal, and; a. goat 


me to my former tranquillity, though Ldid not know 
for what- purpoſe they intended the flints which were 
heating in the fre, At length I ſaw them; fill with 
water a large wooden veſſel, into which they had 
poured ſome barley-meal, and theſe red-hot flints, 
being thrown into the water, ſerved to make it boi). 
In this manner cur maſters made a kind of . paſte, 
which they kneaded afterwards with their hands, and 
ſnallowed without chewing it. As for us ſlaves, e 
had nothing to eat but ſome of this paſte, which 
Las thrown to us upon a carpet, uſed by our patron 
to put under his feet whilſt he repeated his prayers, 
and in the nightꝭtime as a mattreſs. to ſleep upon. 
After having kneaded this leaven a long. time, be 
gave it to me, that I might divide it amongſt my 
companions. One can ſcarcely imagine how diſagree- 
able it was to the taſte. The water with which it 
„vas mixed had been procureq on the ſea-ſhore, and 
had been preſerved! atterwards in the ſkin of a goat 
he newly killed. To prevent it from cortruptigg, they 
3 had added to it: a kind of I which peagerys, he 
, 1Mme 


newly killed.” The fghe of theſe proviſions reſtored ff 
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ſentment of this Arab converted into complatſance, 
and acts of kindneſs, When our repaſt was fintſhed, 
each of us retired, to enjoy the beſt reſt he could 
behind a buſh. | 4 nf 


maſters, who ordered us to collect the camels and 


( 26 ) 
ſmell of it dbubly-nexieus. The ſame water was | © 
dur only drink; and, bat as it was, our allowaneg m 
of it was extremely ſcanty. 2 eo i} 

The Arab whom I had ſtruck, hearing me coms 
ain, gave me the remalnder of his paſte, and told 
that the next morning we ſhould edt the goat, 
which had been killed for us, as he had given ine to 
underſtand by his ſigns. I fignified to him, partly 
by words, and partly by my geſtures, how much 
ſurprized I was to have found this proviſion, and ht 
employed the ſame language to inform me, that the 
guide who preceded us had procured them in a ſmall I Ig 
village in the country, and that he had hid them 
under the earth to prevent the Moors from ſeeing 
them, in caſe they ſnould happen to paſs that way, 
This account, I muſt own, excited my aftonithment; 
but nothing ſurpriſed me ſo much as to fee there 


By the break of day, we heard the voices of ou 


to load them. Having obeyed theſe orders, we con- 
rinued our journey with the lictle proviſion which 
we had left; and, about noon, halted in a plain, where 
we did not find a ſingle tree to ſnelter us from the 
ſun, the rays of which fell perpendicularly over our 
Heads. They were employed in unloading; the camels, 
and pulling up roots to make a fire, a labour which 
was exceedingly painful, as in that country all the 
trees, roots, and herbs, were covered with prickles. 
As ſoon as the fire had heated the ſand, the Arabs 
buried the goat in it, and we always continued to 
keep vp rhe fire, whit our maſters regaled thn 

- : | eyes; 
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ſelves with raw fat, which they appeared to be, te- 
markably fond of. As ſoen as the meat was roalted 
or rather baked, they took it from the earth, 2 
theſe Arabs, without giving themſelves time. to free 
it from the fand which adhered to it, devoured it 
with incredible voracity. When they had thargughly 
gaawed the bones, they made uſe of their nails- ta 
ſcrape off the remaining fleſh, ang then threw them 
jo us, telling us to eat quickly, and to re- load the 
camels that our journey might not be retarded. 
The ſun was nearly about to ſet, when, by tha 
light of his fiery rays, (for, in that country, the ſug 
almoſt always ſets in a reddiſh borizon,) we diſco- 
vered ſome tents, ſcattered here and there upon a 
{mall eminence, and flocks returning from 
The inhabitants of the hamlet, to which we were aps 
proaching, came in a crowd ig meet us; but, in 
of exerciſing the mild laws of hoſpitality. towards 
they loaded us with abuſe, and treated us in the moſt 
inhuman manner; two of my companions were re 
duced to a molt wretched, and pitiful ſtate. The 
women, above all, ſtill more ferocious than, the, men. 
took pleaſure in tormenting us while our. maſlers 
. Gurſt ſcarcely. oppoſe them. Qn the contrary, it 
ch WJ emed to give them great, pleaſure, that they be- 
te ſlowed more attention upon us, than upon the loads 
he BY Which they had brought with them on their camels. 
Having retized a ſmall diſtance. from, — _, 1 
ls, WH ceived a man who was taking aim at me wi 3 
ieh double-barrelled fuſee;ꝰ upon which, I preſented, my 
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les. Some years before, ſeveral veſſels employed in the ſlaye 

abs trade had been caſt away 7 this coaſt. As the Arabs plun- 
fred them, it is not aſtoniſfing that they ſhould have fire-arms 

among them, N Bal 
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£3.86 
breaft to him, and deſired him to fire. This firms 
1 to which he was doubtleſs a ſtranger, aſtoniſh. 
d 177 greatly, and his ſurpriſe tended to confirm 
me in my opinion, that theſe people are impreſſed 
with awe when one appears not to fear them. 
was going up to this man, when a ſtone from an 
unknown hand, though I ſuſpected it came from 
that of his wife, ſtruck me on the head, and de. 
prived me of all ſenſation for a few moments. Ay 
ſoon as 1 recovered myſelf a little, I fell into a vio- 
lent paſſion, and with a loud voice called out for 
vengeance. This was enough to ſpread terror and | 
alarm among the children, while the ſavages whg 
had come to meet us, not knowing what was the 
caſe, betook themſelves to flight. . One of them, 
wever, before he fet out, gave me a. violent bloy 
pon the breaſt with the but-end of his fuſee, which 
made me vomit up blood. Had I been able 0 
Ciſtinguiſh the villain who thus ftruck me, I had 
;nfallibly revenged myſelf; but, having nothing in my 
ower except to complain, I did fo in fuch a violent 
paſſe as excited the eurioſity of ſeveral of theſe 
nonfters. Having aſked my maſter wha I was, be 
told them that I was a Chriſtian who. muſt be er- 
ceedingly rich. He has,” continued he, a great 
quantity of fuſees, balls, flints, and ſcarlet cloth.“ 
To be convinced how much ſuperior he is in rank 
to the reſt, we need only obſerve, that he was more 
Tichly clothed, that his linen was perfumed with an 
apreeable ſcent, and that he received in bis houſe 
Prince Allicoury, with his. wife and all his atten- 
dants.“ | 
He imagined that all the proviſions and ſtores in the 


king's magazines at Senegal belonged to me. | $ 
+ This perfume was nothing elle than lavender, the ſmell LA 


of which my linen had preſerved, 


000 
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1 thought 1 ſhould avoid much ill treatment by 
ſaying this Prince had been to pay me a viſit; and 
to convince theſe Arabs more fully 
this aſſertion, I imitated. his farces, hich they call 
Feeums, This ſpecies of amuſement pleaſed my 
maſter ſo much, that he made me repeat it as often 
15 he found leiſure. He made ule of this ſtratagem 
to divert the attention of thoſe by whom he expec- 
ted to be robbe. t bien 

Scarcely had he mentioned my talent for imitating 
the Egeums, when I was ſurrounded by men, women, 
and children, who all continually cried out to me, 
ganne, Sing, then.” + As ſoon as I had ended, they 
made me begin again, and I was obliged to compi 
with their requeſt, both to amuſe them and co pra- 
cure myſelf a ſmall quantity of camel's milk, as the 
price of my low buffoonery. Sf af) 

We remained only one day in this canton, the 
inhabitants of which, however ill-diſpoſed towards 
us they had been at firſt, did not fail to ſupply us 
vith proviſions for three or four days. The plai 
which we traverſed in advancing towards the eat, 

were covered with ſmall flints, white as ſnaw, of n 
round figure, and broad like a lentil. As we walked 
along, we heard a hollow ſound under our feet, as H 
the earth had been dug out under us. This part of 
the country preſented no variety, and the land, ahſo- 
lutely flat, did not produce the ſmalleſt plant, The 
horizon here is loaded with a reddiſh-coloured un- 
pour, and one imagines that one fees," every whee 
around, volcanoes emitting flames. The {mall ſtones 
hurt the feet like fparks of fire, and neither birds 


+ This nation are remarkably fond of ſinging. They general 
7 range themſelves around the perſon who affords them tha 
pleaſure, | OG & 


of the truth of WM! 


t 30 ) 
not inſects are ſcen in the air. A profaynd.Mence; . 
which has in it ſomething awful, reigns throughau f. 
the whole country. If at times a ſmall breeze ariſes, 
the traveller immediately finds himſelf extremely er 
hnguid ; his lips become chopped, his ſkin appears 1 
dry, and his whole body is covered with ſmall pim- WI ;; 
ples, which occaſion a ſmart and very. painful ich- 
ing. Our guides, who had taken this route o Ml; 
avoid ſome tribes from whom they had much to i. 

fear, were na more exempted than we from the hard- 15 
ſhips which we ſuffered in this paſſage, through a ru 
diſtrict into which the moſt ferocious animals never pe 
venture to penetrate. The rays of the ſun were 29 
continually reflected from the flints, and I was every 
moment apprehenſive that their brightneſs would 
deprive me of ſight. 4 
On leaving this immenſe plain, we entered ano- 
ther, in which the wind at certain diſtances had 
raiſed ridges of folid ſand of a reddiſh colour. A 
few odoriterous plants, which raifed themſelves above 
the tops of theſe ridges, were inſtantly devoured by 
the camels, which were almoſt as much oppreſſed 
by famine as we. Beyond this ſandy. plain we had 
the good fortune to find a valley, ſurrounded by 
mountains, the ſoil of which was white, and of 2 
marly nature; and here, at the bottom of a fey 
broom bruſhes, the branches of which, united with 
much apparent att, formed an arbour, we fouad 
ſome water, of which we ſtood greatly in need. 
Though it was extremely bitter, and covered with a 
greeniſh ſcum, and though ir had a moſt noxious 
imell, we all drank of it with incredible pleaſute. 

In the evening, however, we were indemnified 
in ſome mealure for our hardſhips, by meeting with 
a horde of Arabs, who were encamped at a place 
a 


1 


a few leagues diſtant. They feceived us in a very 
friendly manner, and pointed out other hordes to us 
where we ſhould find every aſſiſtance neceſſary to 
enable us to reach the habitation of our patrons. 
This event was ſo much the more fortunate for us 
s our guides had miſtaken their way. 
My maſter's. brother-in-law, who was atfo one wat 
the chiefs of the horde, took icular care of al 
the faves: He ordered camel's milk to be given us, 

ind the fleſh of the oftrich dried in the ſun and 
cut into ſmall-preces, © I do not know how he haps» 
pened to be prepoſſeſſed in my favout z but, having 
approached me, he addreſſed me in the following 
manner : :** Unfortunate ſtranger; my: brother has 
been indebted to me for à long time; if you will 
attach yourſelf to me, I ſhall: make the neceſfary ar: 
rangements with him.“ As this propoſal ſeemed to 
\ Wl announce a tedious captivity; it made me tremble. 
was fo firmly perſuaded that mine would not laft 
long, that I haſtened to inform my; maſter of the 
propofal made by his brother-in-law, and begged 
him not to agree to any accommodation; gtving him 
to underſtand, that he would receive more for my 
nom than his brother-in-law would give him. 
* Be at eaſe,” replied he, thou ſhalt not quit me, 
but go to Senegal or to Morocco, and that very 
h bon.“ This promiſe filled me with inexpreſſible 
ad WM joy; but, ſpite of thoſe grateful ſentiments with which 
de behaviour af Sidy Sellem had jiaſpired me, his 
ha propoſal did not fail to occaſion ſome anealineſs. 
ous Having obſerved it, he tald me that I ſhould repent 
of not accepting his offer. I attributed his propos 
al to the deſire which he had of getting me into his 
poſſeſſion; but I was tenſible NY that his 1 in 

ſentions were ſincere, | | 

After 
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farther into the country, where we were to join the 


ſharp prickles, rendered it impoſlible for us nr 


62 
After three days reſt among the Arabs oſ the tribe 
of Rouflye, we reſumed our journey, to penettate 


iamilies of our conductors. At the end of ſixteen I mo 


days, during which we had been expoſed to the I bn 
greateſt fatigue and to dreadful miferies, we at length Nut 
teached the place of our deftination, 1 in a moſt wretch this 


60 add worn- out condition. zur 

As ſoon as the ſun's rays began to appeary we dif tha 
covered a hamlet, which ſeemed to announce a mot WM ( 
delightful abode. Several tents, erected amidſt ſhady | 
trees, and Rocks without number feeding on the hills i his 

might have induced one to take this ſpat” for the 
Ain of happineis and peace; but, when ſeen neu 
the ſcene was entirely reverſed; the trees, the green 
foliage of which I had at firſt admired, wer old 
gum- trees, the branches of which being. covered vith 


the benefit of their cooling ſhade. 

Being obſerved ſoon after upon the brow of hill, 
which conducted to the habitation of our maſtery 
ſeveral of thoſe black flaves, whoſe buſineſs generally 
is toi keep the camels, came to meet them, in order 
to kiſs their feet, and to enquire after their health, 
A little farther on, the children made the air reſount 
with ſhouts of joy, and the women ſtanding uf, 
through reſpe&, waited at the doots of their tent 


for the „ of their huſbands. As ſoon as tht of k 
approacher}, they advanced towards them with an. 
air of ſubmiſſion, and each, laying her right hand - 
upon the head of her huſband, Kiſſed it, after havin 48 
proſtrated herſelf beſote him. When this ceremon * 0 
was finiſhed, they began to ſatisfy their curioſiiy wi T 
regard to us, and ſoon after to load us with abuſe TER 
but 8 did not ſtop here, they even ſpat in om , - 


faces 


FT Wi 


faces, and pelted us with ſtones. The children too, 


copying their example, pinched us, pulled our hair, 
and ſcratched. us with their nails, whilſt their.cruel 
mothers ordered them. to attack ſometimes one and 
ſometimes another, and took pleaſure in cauſing them 
to torment us. Exhauſted with fatigue, hunger, and 
wirſt, we had impatiently wiſhed for the moment of 
our arrival, but little did we foreſee the new torments 
that were reſcrved for us. „ 5 
Our maſters, however, made a diviſion of their 
laves. As ſoon as mine had received the careſſes of 
his family, I aſked him which of the women that 
ſurrounded him was his favourite, Having pointed 
her out, I went up to her, in order to make Fer a 
preſent of two handfuls of cloves, which her huſband 


had kept carefully for me, that I might procure a a 
more favourable reception by this mark of my ho- 


mage. I knew that all the Mooreſſes were paſſio- 
nately fond of perfumes, and of that of cloves above 
all others. She, however, received my preſent with 
tne moſt inſulting diſdain, and drove me from the 
tent with contempt, | 
the moſt worthleſs that I ever knew, and hated by 
all her neighbours, on account of the blackneſs of 
ter character, came and ordered Mr, Devoiſe, Mr. 
Baudre, and myſelf, who had fallen to the ſhare of 
her huſband, to unload the camels, to clean a kind 
of kettle which ſhe had, and to go and pull up ſome 
roots to make a fiie, While ſhe was employed in 
lgnifying her will to us, her huſband was quietly 


enjoying a ſound ſleep on the knees of one of, his 


concubines. | 
The hope of ſoon obtaining my liberty, inſpired 
me with ſufficient courage to ſupport the ſeverities 
to Which this diabolical woman expoſed me. I ſer 
E out, 


A moment after, this woman, . 
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ee, ee 
out, therefore, to collect ſome wood ; but, what was 00 
my ſurpriſe when, on my return, I belield two of my e 
companions dreadfully beaten, extended upon the! 
ſand ! They had been created in this manner becauſe Ml " 
their ſtrength being entirely exhauſted, they had not e 
been able to perform the taſk aſſigned them. I aua. ® 
ked my maſter by my repeated cries, and, though 
as yet ſpoke the language very, imperfectly, en. “ 
F gdeayopred to addreſs him in the following terms: n 
| © Have you then conducted us hither co be butchet. cc 
dd by a cruel woman? Think of the promiſe 500 th 
made me. Conduct me without delay either to &. 1 * 
negal or to Morocco; if yo do not, I declare, that, @ -.. 
were Ito prriſh, I will, if I am not able myſelf, 1 
cauſe all the effects I gave you to be taken from 
You, and I ſha) ealily find a maſter who will creat 
me with more humanity than vou.“ 5 
* My paſſion ſcarcely knew any bounds; and frye 
ral neighbours, who ſaw us, having approached to- 
wards me, my maller appeared to be under great 
unealineſs, as he was afraid that I would, mention 


the, quantity of the effects which he had receivet n 

from me. Advancing therefore towards me, he lai -* 

hold of me by the arm, and puſhed me rudely ind “ 

| bis tent, bidding, me be filent, and not make ar]. 

F noiſe,, As he preſented me with a baſon of milk, | "s 
F ſaid to him, ** carry it to my companions, Who ate he 
| expiring with hunger.” He replied, that he wi 2 
N going to give them ſome, and again deſired mie f 1 
1 de quiet. I then ſhewed him my arms, flayed and * 
[h all covered with blood. Recollect,“ ſaid I, & 
my jargon, that, at the moment of my ſhipwreck, 0 


you exclaimed, look ing at my hands, bee, are W- by 
nl 


old a 


aa 


accuſtomed io hard labour, and yet you require 


A - = 


CV) 
to perform, the moſt ſevere. Your countrymen ex- 
perience in France a treatment far different. | 


He was affoniſhed to learn that there were Moors 


in France. We will ſpeak of that hereafter,” 
replied he,“ bur in the mean time be not uneaſy, I 


fall take care of the: as if thou wert my own ſon.” - 


«1 forbid you,” added he, addreffing himlelf to his 
wife, © to.require from him the leaſt ſervice that 
may be painful to him, and 1 defire that, when thou 
doeſt, he may not obey thee.” From that moment 
this favourite conceived an implacable hatred againſt 
me. ; | 1 Th 47 v1 
The end of Auguſt was now approaching, and I 
did not ſee. the lwalleſt preparations made for our 
journey, Thad already aſked Sidy Mahammet what 
he was waiting for, in order-to conduct me to Sene- 
gal. His anſwer was, that he was looking for ſtrong 
vigorous camels, which might be capable of ſup- 


. * 0 14 FP 3 C1 D | 
porting the fatigues of ſuch ,a journey, and that he 


would ſet out as ſoon as he had procured them. I 


vas the more earneſt in Intreating him not to delay, 


4 the nights now. began to be very incommodious, 


the dew often wetting us behind theſe buſhes, which 
frved us as à kind of ſhelter. In this dew; how- 
ever, we found a reſource, ſince, by collecting it 
with our hands from our bodies, it ferved tô quench 
our thirſt, the burning heart of wnich the cootnefs'of 
the night did not allay, and we preferred this liquor 
to our own urine, which we were often obliged to 
vie, Haviog ſpocen to my maſter a ſecond time, 
he made me ſuch a reply as convinced me that he 
was ſincere, © Doft thou think,” ſaid he, “ char, 


during the preſent exceſſive heat, it would be poſſible 


to travel without proviliuns, and, above all, without 
water ? We ſhould find great difficulty to approach 
E 2 . Senegal, 
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if | Senegal, as the river has inundated all the neigh. 


bouring plains, and we ſhould have much to fear 
from the Arabs of the tribe of Trargea, who are our 
enemies.“ I tell the truth,” added he; © we 
muſt wait till the month of October. At that period 
the rains will have watered our deſerts, and we ſhall 
then be able, to procure paſture for our camels, 
Otherwiſe it would be impoſſible for us to make 
them ſubſiſt during ſo long a journey.” I was fer. 
ſible of the juſtneſs of this reaſoning, and I reſigned 
myſelf with patience to my fate, 

The flocks, half ſtarved, now no longer found any 
ſubſiſtence, and the ſheep and the goats in the even- 
ing returned with their dugs empty, yet it was their 
milk and that of their camels which was to ſupply a 
numerous family with food. The reader may juage, 


after this, how much our ſhare was diminiſhed. As | 


we were Chriſtians, the dogs even fared better than 
we, and it was in the baſons deſtined for their uſe 
that we received our allowance, | 

One day, the keeper of the camels cried out, that 


he was aſhamed to ſerve a maſter who had not ſuf 
cient ſpirit to ſubject his ſlaves to that labour. The 
Mooreſs did not tail to ſupport this obſervation, 6 


that her huſband, to whom | had long been a dupe, 
perſuaded me, thar, to ſtop the murmurs of the reſt, 


it would be neceſſary that Baudre, as being the 


youngeſt, ſhould rake upon himſelf that office. 
Soon after I was obliged allo to keep the ſheep 


| wy the goats. Mr. Devoiſe, on account of his age 
a 


bad ſtate of health, was exemped from this la- 
viſh duty, but his ſituation was on that account 
much worſe than ours, ſince he was continually ex- 


poſed to the cruel treatment of theſe Arabs, og 
whoſe 


. EWA 
n- Ivhoſe n T'was' happy to be removed oy my 
ar new employm eht. a * 2 
ur One evening, as I 'was returning with my flock; | 
ve None of the ewes Raving ' brought forth a lamb on the 
od Neeclivity of a little hill, A Lock it up in my arms, 
ll Wind with equal care and eagerneſs haſtened 2 carry 


s, i to my maſter's favourite. As ſoon 28 perceived 
ke ier, I preſented it, hoping that ſhe would receive it 
„ ach the ſame pleaſure as ſhe had always teſtified on 


he would give me th: firſt milk of the mother, = 
according to the cuſtom of the Arahs, it is the 
n- Wauilice of thoſe who have the care of the flocks ; but 
ir l vas diſappointed in my expectations; for, with- 
a out leon, to return an anſwer, ſhe threw a large 
„at at my legs, and drove me from the tent with 
3 contempt and He moſt abuſſve language. Her huſ- 
n band, who was a witneſs to this brutality, came to- 
fe MW wards me, and told me that he would indemnify me 
for it, by giving me a larger portion of milk, I 
tad always believed that this man's promiſes were 
ſncere ; but, What was my aſtoniſhment,” when, in 
be ping behind his tent, 1 heard him laughing with. 
bis wite at the blow which ſhe aimed at me. I was 
pe, MW fled with indignation at this rreachery, but' my 
eſt, WW paſſion was raiſed to the higheſt pitch when [ went 
the in the evening, to fetch the "milk which had been 
ice. rromiſed 3 to ſee the Mooreſs come in a furious 
eepWminner, and ſnatch it from my hands, and give 
age the half of it to her dog. 
la- The end of the year. was now approachidg „d 
unt I angle drop of rain had not yet fallen. My ſitua- 
en · Iron became every day more diſm l. I had no other 
om *lthing but. a piece of old canvas wrapped round 
ole my middle. The plains and the valleys were en- 
tircly 


he like occaſions. I aſked her at the lame time if 


urely burnt up, nothing remained for the nouriſh, 
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ment of the flocks, and the month of December wa; 
come, a period when the rains generally ceaſe til 
the next October. For three years a ſingle drop of 
rain had not been granted by heaven to the inhabi. 
tants of the deſerts. The deſolation was univerſal, 
wnen an Arab from a diſtant part of the count 
came to inform us, that abundant ſhowers had . 
freſhed the earth in ſeveral cantons, Upon the 
neus, joy ſucceeded to fear and grief. Every one 
ſtruck his tent, and all ſet out to ſeek for thoſe re. 
gions which had been lately watered. This was the 
thirtieth time that we had changed our habitation, 
and that our fatigues had been renewed ; for, thek 
hordes never remain longer than twelve or fifteen 
days in the ſame encampment. It was always my 
employment to erect the tents, and to load the ca- 
mels; I was even obliged to carry large burdens to 
relieve them; too happy when the flock followed! 
good order, and when I had not the trouble of cal 
Jecting them. 

My companions, in the mean time, were ſo mug 
-exhauſted, that they were incapable of the leaſt 
bour. It was therefore neceſſary that the whdl 
Mould fall upon me, and that I ſhould ſhare wi 
them what little portion of food I could procure® 
endeavouring to render myſelf uſeful; for, they we 
left in want of every thing. 

We at length arrived at the wiſhed-for ſpot, fro 
which I hoped ſoon to ſer out to recover my liven 
but my maſter, who had hitherto had the art to Col 
.ceal the blackeſt treachery under the molt ſpecid 
and perſuaſive language, laid aſide the maſk of d 
f mulation, and treated me with the greateſt cre 


(99 ) 

lh. We had encamped upon a ſandy plain, which was 
* ſo wet that the leaſt preſſure of our bodies made the 
ul vater ſpout up in abundance around us. On this 
of :ccount, we ſhould have thought ourſelves extreme- 
ibi. ly happy to have procured a mat made of oſier twigs 
1a > deep upon, or a coarſe napped woollen carpet to 
Wy cover us; but among the Arabs none except thoſe 
16-8 cho are very rich make uſe of ſuch pieces of furni- 
el wre. During night this carpet ſerves the whole fas 
one muy. “ Sidy Mahammet,“ laid I ro my maſter, 
e do you think that I can hold out any longer in 
tel this ſituation? Permit me to take ſhelter under 
oi your tent. I ſuffer dreadfully from the cold duting 
zeſeſſ the night. The ground upon which I ſleep in too 


en qamp. I have made your fortune, in gratitude you | { 


my promiſed to treat me as your own ſon, and yet you 
can veglect me.” It is true,” replied he, “that 1 
og promiſed you my friendſhip, and I am now going 
to give you a convincing proof of it. Your fitu& 1» 
too, you ſay, is uncomfortable, but ir will de 
much more ſo than you imagine. Do you know 
what fate is reſerved for you? Flames and fire - 
wait you, to torment you throughout all eternity. 


immediately began to explain to him its excellence; 
but, after hearing me ſome time with attention, the 
reared, ſaying, that he would prefer a baſon of gond 
butter-milk to all the abſurdities J could utter. 
Alas! there was no torment. which this fanatical 
prieſt did not make me fuffer, in order to compel me 
to embrace his religion.» , 
Acc. Devoiſe and Mr. Baudie, who heard this con- 
f Of verſation, which I have greatly abridged, ſeemed to 
be very well fatisfied with it. They flattered them- 
elves with ſome alleviation of their — 
e 


Are you well acquainted with your religion?“ 1 | 


( 4) 


The hour for [milking the camels being arrived 1 
was called to receiye my portion and chat of my 15 
companions, and, obſerving that the quantity of 00 
milk appeared to be larger than uſual, 1, imagined be 


that my remonſtrances had been a nded. with ſome Ml þ; 
effect; but, when we taſted. it, we found that this re 
increale was occaſionned only by rain, water, the - 
quantity of which was ſo much augmented every Ml ni 
| day that we ſoon had nothing elſe but whitened va. i. 
ter: this reduced us to an incredible degree of weak. Nhe 


ness, and laid us under the neceflity of {ecking our Ed 
food with the cattle. The herbs and plants which M dne 
i FF they trod under foot, and raw ſnails, were then the be; 

*! pringipal part of gur aliment till the moment of out WM 61 
deliverance. We, were, however, obliged to pre- an 
pare for new labouts. I was commiſioned to yoke Ml th; 
ſome camels to a plow, to till the earth, and to o W. 
it with corn; aid my maſter, not ſatisfied with em- 
ploying me in his own et vice, hired me out to other 


11 Arabs for a certain portion of milk. Worn out bull / 
i Fatigue and hunger, I ſhould have certainly ſunk vi 
+ under this load of oppreſſion, had I not, from time 
to time, ſtole a few handfuls of barley, and, to tf - 

theft, I am fully perſuaded, ! owed my preſervationMed y 

« You ſee,” laid I to my mafler, „ with won 


ſubmiſſion I labour at whatever I am ordered. | 
collect fucl, I churn butter, I keep your flocks, | 
pull up roots, I prepare came!'s hair for y our wilt 
xo ſpin, I till the earth, and, in ſhort, do ever) 
thing that you require, I ſcrve you after havin 
enriched you, and yet you do not deign to give n 
a few rags to cover mc.“ 

Some other Arabs, more compaſſionate than na 
and who envied him the poſſeſſion of my t ines 
on which they ſet a great value, having reproa Fe | 
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alas! my hopes were too flattering. 


7 ” 
( 1 ) 
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him in the ſame manner, he ſent for me one day 
and aſked me, th their preſence, whether at Moga” 
dore, which they call S$9ira; a large ranſom would 
be given for each of us. I told him that he wouid 
have no occaſion to be diſſatisfiec. la that caſe, 
zeplied he, as a Jew merchant will paſs this way 
tw-morrow, afk him for ſome paper, and I ſhall per- 
mit you to write. to thoſe from whom you expect 
aſſiitance.” The Jew merchant,* indeed, paſſæd 
the next day, and I wrote a letter, which I addteſ- 
ed to the French Conſul, at Soira, or, in cafe-thefd 
ſhould not be one, to whomever repreſented him. Þ 
degged him to think upon our ſufferings, and to 
gwe us ſpeedy relief; and I pointed out the ſureſt 
and beſt means of ſending to us, and the only me- 
thod he could employ to procure our. deliverance i 
When I had put this letter into the hands of- che Af. 
elite, I thought mylelf already at liberryz but, 
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A young female Moor, whoſe flocks often fed 
Wh mine, freed me from my error, and undecei ved 
me with regard to the character of Sidy Maha i met. 
Had he dated, ſaid, ſhe, “he would have treat- 
ed you no better than he has treated your compa- 
none, and perhaps he would have carried youira 

F ſome 
| a — >, ene} od! 24 

The Jews, born in the deſert, live almoſt in the ſame 
manncr as the Arabs; buc thoſe who live in cities are more 
igid obſervers of the law of Mofes. | | 1 8 

; 311 | 

t If ever the French goverament, or any other, ſhould;litat 

if veſſels loſt upon theſe. coalts, their agents, either at Pan- 


EY 


ziers or Mogadore, muſt make application to a jew named 
ena, who reſides at Gouadnum, and whe ſends Rmiſſaries 
J diſterent parts of Africa to reclaim wreeks. Humanity 


hit "hay me to gie this advice, Which it will be prudent te 
ow, | 


CEE 
Le. Ye, th. + 4 
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into che hands of this cruel prince, who had rebel- 


ly, and, from that moment, I was continually e- 


— — — 
— — — — 
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ſonie private ſpot and deprived you of life, ſo little me 
does it ooſt i him to commit crimes; but he fears you ſWtio! 
as much as he fears. his two brotbers, Who entertaia the 
the greateſt eſteem for you. If he has promiſed to cou 
fer you at liberty, it is only to amuſe yu. He will vc: 
never venture to go any diſtance, leſt Moulem Ada 
ram ſhould order him to be arreſted, and take from 
him all you have given him, and perhaps even his 
This Moulem Adaram,* was the emperor's ſon 
Having heard ſome vague reports' concerningithel 
effects which I had brought along with me, hel pes 
ſuaded himſeif that I was a Chriſtian, poſſeſſed of 
great riches, and, on that account, he travelled 
more than a hundred leagues in order to purchaſe 
me. 1:was, however, fortunate enough not th fall 


led againſt his father. Hehe 

The information, given me by this young female 
Moor, made me lole all hopes of ever feeing mi 
native country. My mind was agitated with the 


moſt diſmal ideas; I became dejected and melancho- 


periencing new cauſes of uncaſineſs. 

I now no longer met in the fields my companions 
in mis fortune; but 1, above all, regretted the los 
of the Captain. His company had often conlolec 
5 14; ; Cab I 


* Mr. Soret, one of my clerks, Mr. Pinjon, ſurgeon of thi 


3 Two Friends, and two ſailors, belonging to the ſaid veſſel ind! 


ſuffered greatly by the cruel and inhuman treatment of thit 
barbarous prince. Sometimes they were ſeverely beaten Win 
a large ſtick, and, at others, cut and mangled with a dagge! 
Fiery ſticks and red hot irons were more than once employes 
to torment them. Mr. Soret now lives at Nantes, and tt 


N his body will atteſt the truth of what I have here al 
rted, oo 


(6 43 W 
gene in my diſtreſſes, end I found a Kind of allevla- 

oy tion in difcourſing with him on our ſufferings, and 
in te hopes which we had of | being reſtored to our 
country. One evening, when the coolneſs of the 
Mu eather had invited my came]s to ſtray farther than 
u. nal, [was obliged to follow them to a neighbouring 
bamlet, where I beheld a ſpectacle horrible indeed! 
Tye unfortunate Captain, ſcarcely diſtinguiſhable, 
but by the colour of his body, lay ſtretched out 
lifeleſs upon the ſand. In his mouth he held ont of 
the bis hands, which his great weakneſs had, no doubt, 
er. prevented him from devouring. He was fo changed 
of by hunger that his body exhibited the moſt diſguſt. 
led ing appearance; All his features were abſolutely 
ze effaced. tots... 88 
n few days after, the Second Captain, having 
a. Wfalleo down, through weakneſs, below an old gums 
tree, became a prey to the attacks of a monſtrous 


ſerpent, Some famiſhed crows, by their cries, 
a rehtened away the venomovs animal, and, alight- 
the on the body of the dying man, were tearing him 


w pieces, while four ſavage monſters, ſtill crueller 
an the furious ' reptile, beheld this ſcene, without 
ering him the leaſt aſſiſt ance. I attempted io run 
owards him, and to ſave his life, if poſſible, but 
be barbarians ſtopped me, and, after inſulting me, 
ud, “ This Chriſtian will foon become a prey to 
ie flames.“ F inding my efforts vain, 1 haſtened 
om this ſcene of horror; and, not knowing hi- 
der T ſhould direct my ſteps, I followed my ſheep 
amy camels. In ſuch a ſituation, I ſhould have 
een incapable of conducting them towards the 
Nets. It is impoſſible for me to convey any idea 
the ſenſations with which J was then agitated. I 
ed a flocd of tears, and the moſt diſmal prefages 

F-3 ſtill 


Giftratted looks, haying aſked me what was th 


. 44. ) 


ſtill added to my ſorrow. When I arrived at the tentz, 
I ſcarcely knew what I was, doing. I continually 
imagined that I beheld voracious birds carrying yp 
into the air pieces of fleſh of my unfortunate com, 
paniog. My maſter, ſtruck with my abſent and 


matter with me, and why I changed the taſleningy 
of the camels ; Go, replied I, © go a few ſteps 
Hence, and behold what your cruelty and that gf 
your wife are capable of producing. Yay have 
ſoffeced my companion to expire; and, becauſe his 
bad ſtate of health would not permit him to labor, 
you refuſed him the milk neceſſary for his ſubſiſtence, 
In ſuch a ſituation, you ought rather to have given 


b -. — - * - ” 


him every kind of relief.” . 
. Whilſt J was ſpeaking theſe words, I concealed M « 
my tears, as they would have excited only the laugh» 
ter of theſe brutal monſters, who ordered qe to go 
and bring ſome of the bloody clothes of the unhappy 
victim of their barbarity, I was fired with-indigs 
nation at {a indecent. a propoſal. My agitation, 
and the fern which I ate to allay my hunger, brought 
on me a painful vomiting, followed by an almok 
total loſs of ſtrength. I was, however, able to It 
tice behind a buſh, where I faund agother,wreichsd 
object, who defired to Know the reaſog of my tea ref 
znd if I had ſeen Baugre. - le is act far off mc 
replied I. This was all I could or wiſhed, to f, 
but, my maſtet's ſiſter, who came to bring us ſom 
milk, cried. aut, The, crows now devour; thee! 
trails of Bandis, your fate will ſoon, be the, lame 
you are good for nothing elſe.“ Notwithſtanding m 


extreme weakneſs, I had a great deſite to have fe ine 
turned a ſuitable anſwer to this, tigreſs; but, à fe pa 
849 tor the gonginon of my companion. waer a vn 
| > 8 > + 4 "3 — * reſolve . . 
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„ | reſolve to be ſilent. Had I been the-flrſt who had: 
ly £ told. him this piece of neus, I might have ſoftened 
p | «.c recital af what had  paſſtd; but, it was too 
n. lite, and nothing remained for me, but to mingle 
d my tears with his. Nen Ne 
he My health, which hitherto: had been better than 
I could have expected, naw. Ceciined apaee. My 
ps Wl whole ſkin had been twice rene ved, add à third 
of ume my body began to be covered, it 1 may uſe che 
ve ex preſſion, with ſcales lie thoie of the Arabs: +a 
his MW change which was attended with great pain. Fhe 
2; MW thorns, over which I walked, had torn my feet to 
ce. MW the quick ; 1 could ſcarcely ſtand upright 3 and th 
en W large dags, which were continually let loofe upon 
| me, and from which I could never diſengage imy- 
ſelf without -receiving dreadful wounds, rendered 


add to my misfortunes, the excefiive heats about the 
end of February and March had dried up all the 
vater in that part of the countty; and a fingle dy 
& rain had not fallen to moiſten the fields which Þ 
had ſowa.  Qur- cattle, no longer finding paſture, 
were on the eve of periſhing; when at length the t 
Irbes of the Labdeſſeba, and the Ouadelims, after 
having each deliberated on their preſent ſituation, 
relolved to go in ſearch of ſome ſpot occupied by 
more induſtrious hands. i b * 

The Ouadelims catried their ravages as far as 
Gouadnum, {three hundred leagues diitant from the 
place where we Here eneamped. Same hordes of the 
Labdeſſe ba, - leſs inchurd to wandering than the for 
mer, rematr. 4 behind; and, as their number was 
inconſiderable, they found, in the neareft cantons, 
paſtores ſuſficient for their flocks. They ſlaughtered 
eme of their ſheep,. and in this manner ſubſiſled till 


me altogether incapable of guarding the camels. To 


the 
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the/end of the following month, at which time we 
began to quit the deſerts, where the 'inhabitanie. 
were threatened with the moſt dreadful miſery. th 
I was in this diſmal ſituation I have deſeribed, MI 1, 
when J accidentally met with an Arab, who had in 0 
his train a Chriſtian lave, whom J found had been : 
baker to our ſhip. This Arab offered to diſpoſe of 4 
him to my maſter at a a moderate price; and the 
latter, who was under very little uneaſineſs about Neu 
the manner of our fubliting, readily gave a cameb Ill ; 

in exchange for this new: ſlave, to whom he aſſigned 8 
my ordinary labor. I had now leiſure to recruit 
my. ſtrength a little; but, the unhappy baker paid 
dearly for the knowledge which he had in the art 
of preparing food. 

After eating all the mails Which we could find in 
the nejzghbourhood, we fed upon the fleſh of the 
ſheep that had died either of hunger or diſeaſe; and 
this ſuggeſted to us the idea of ſtrangling a few kids 
in the night-time, perſuaded that our maſters would 
throw them away, as their law does not permit them 
9 0 to eat the fleſh of animal, unleſs i it has died by 

14 the Knife. 1 * 1 

| WW This ſtratagem etrafioned began deaths; and 
| it was obſerved that thoſe kids, which appeared belt 
| in the evening, were; for the moſt part, thoſe which 
were found dead in the morning. Our wants gave 
| riſe to ſuſpicions, and we wete at length caught in 
ke fact. We, however, eſcaped puniſhment, after 
ecceiving much abuſe, and being threarened'with ha- 
| 


ving our throats cut, if we ever again attempted the 
fame thing : but, notwithſtanding this prohibition; 
we were obliged to think of new means for pro- Eh! 
curing a ſubſiſtence. Thanks to my ſound conſt» Nudd 


tution, I ſoon recovered my fxenach, and was in a Ncryir 
condition 
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condition to collect faggots, the ale of which was 
bin; for, in this country; fle is indiſpenſiblyꝛß 
AKeceſfary during the Higflt; ad the wothen are tos 
1 WW lazy to go and out woods! My iſmail'tradeg'theres |} 
\ WU fore, procured me ehough of milk for my 'awa ſup? 
port, and a little for poor Devoiſe, who! was exceed= 
f igy iI. ert 1 2:62.03 

e As I was preparing one morning to ſet out to 
it cot v ood, this friend, addreſſing me in a faint and 
v WF ing uilhing voice, aid, “ The illuſidn is now ar 
0 WF ar cnd: hitherto I flattered myſelf with the hopes 
it of again ſeeing! my native country but I perceive 
d WM my ſtrength forſake me. This night, —yes, my 
t dear friend, for, this title juſtly belongs to you,. 
after al your care, you: will find! my body here ar- 
n WW relied by the cold hand of death. Fly, my dear 
e Beba, — y from this abominable abode. Try 
oe means you can deviſe to eſcape; yourwere 
formed to inhabit forne mote fortunate country. If 
heaven wil deign to hear the vows of a man about 
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? 
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m WW viefign his ſoul into the hands of its Maker, you 
by WI vill be reitored to your wife and diſconſolate family. 


Adicu, my friend, the tears, which you ſtrive to 
hide from me, are a new proof of your attachment. 
Write to my brother; tell him I remembered hin 
in my laſt moments, and that I die with the ſenti- 
ments of a true Chriſtian. Adieu, my laſt moment 

8 nearer than I expected, I expire.” He ſpok 
no mote; that moment, indeed, was his laſt. 
Some children, - who had been witneſſes to my 
grief, and who knew the cauſe of it, having imme- 
Uately ſpread: the news of this event throughout the 
hole hamler, my maſter's ſiſter ran up to me, then 
ſuddenly diſappeared, ſettigg up a hoarle laugh, and 
fying out it would be ſo much milk ſpared. Some 
| neighbours, 
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neighbours, whoſe hearts I thought had been melted 85 
by my ſighs and tears, came and dragged me from e 
the hfclels-body. | They , offered-rhe- milk; but, at 

the ſame time, turned my ſorrow into» ridicule; I fo 

. Why, ſaid I 10 them, „ ſhould you condemn b 
the tears which I ſhed to the memory of my friend? Nor 
In ſuch cafes I have ſeen you roll yourſel ves on the m. 
ſand and the ſtones, I have ſeen your eyes bathed MI © 
in tears. Do you believe, then, that our fouls do MI © 
not ſeel grief in the ſame manner as yours? Bd ſh 
undeceived; in misfortune we are all brothers.” 1M 7 
could ſay no more. It was even, impoſſible for me 
to remain longer in the preſence of beings who had ſec 
nothing human but the figure, and whom I dreaded 
more, -and held in greater, deteſtation, than the moſt 
ferocious animals. 

Though I had known Mr. Devoiſe only ſince our 
departure ſtom France, I was ſenſibly affected at 
loſing him. The mildneſs of his manners, che e- 
quality of his temper, habitude, and, perhaps, our 
ſituation as much as any thiog, all contributed to 
unite us cloſely together. I ſincerely regretted him; 
I vent into the fields to ſeek for the only comps 
nion whom I had now remaining, and we retired 
together with the flocks, the keeping of which be- 
came every day more and more lane ac 
count of the ſcarcity of paſtures. 

Oa our return we were ordered to catry away the 
body of our friend, and to dig a very deep pit, in 
order, as the Pwr laid, to, conceal that Chrilttan 
from the ſight of their children... We Paso our 
laſt duty to him with much difficulty; for, being 
too weak to carry him, we were obliged to drag 
him by the feet for three quarters of a ſeague, and 
the earch, at the brink of the pit Which I had dug 
giving 
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giving way under me, I tumbled in firſt, and was 
very near expiring under the weight of the body, - ' 
A few days after, we quitted this place to ſearch 
ts; br another more fertile, and encamped in the neigh- 
C boorhood of ſeveral other tribes, where I found one 
12 Hof our ſailors, named Denoux, who was a ſlave like 
he fl my iclf. Having aſked him what was become of his 
od WM companions, “ Six of them,” ſaid he, “ were 
do WY carvied away by the emperor's ſon ſoon aftei our 
B. ipwreck, and have ſince gone to France, Mr. 
| Taffaro, the ſurgeon- major, died of the blows he 
received on the head with a large ſtick; Mr, Raboin, 
ad {cond-lieutenant, expired allo in dreadful torture. 
«4. Ochers, to avoid the horrors of famine, have re- 
oc nounced their religion, As for me, fir, I ſhall not 
be long in following thoſe whom death has now 
freed from their miſeries. Behold in what condi- 
tion Iam; there is no kind of bad treatment to 
which I am not daily expoſed.” © Alas! 
youth !” replied I, “ give not yourſelf up to de- 
pair. If it be true that ſix of your ſhipmates have 
turned to France, our ſituation. will not be long 
unknown to the miniſter; his orders will ſpeedily 
ed '0low the firſt emotions of his heart; he will cauſe 
be- (earch to be made for us, and 1 have no doubt of 
a0 eur ſoon ſeeing an end pur to our misfortunes,” 
Indeed, I afterwards learned, that the Marſhal de 
the Caſtries, on firſt hearing the news of our ſhipwreck, 
in] nt the moſt poſitive orders to reclaim us. But 
n Mr. Mure, the vice-conſul, to whom theſe orders 
oueVere addreſſed, inſtead of conforming himſelf to the 
ing vs of the miniſter, thought of nothing but pay- 
rag g his court to the Emperor of Morocco, and to 
and lis officers, by laviſhing preſents upon them, at the 


ug pence of the court of France, 
mw This 
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This agent might have procured us our liberty, Ie. 
by diſpatching to Govadnum any Arab or a jey f 
merchart, who, for a huodred piaſtres, (20). ter. ber 
ling,) would have traverſed all the deſert; and Who, coal! 
conſequently, would have been contented with: 5 
much leſs ſum, had he made eſrarches only in the 
neiphbourhood of Morocco. Had he iſſued an or. 
der for bringing all the Chriſtian ſlaves to Mogz 
dore, the Arabs would have conducted them thuhe 
trom all parts, in order to receive the ranſom, which 
they would have gladly employed in purchaſing 
wheat aud batley, as they would have found abun-] 
dance of it at Sainte-Croix, in Barbary, But the 
conſul,” by his negligence, prolonged our misfor- ihe 
tunes; for, the Arabs, our maſters, were very cau- the 
tious not to undertake a long, painful, and dan. “ 
gerous, journey, without ſome hopes of being te- 
warded. Mr. Mure was contented, therefore, with 2 
writing back to the miniſter, that he was uſing 
every exertion to find us out, His conduct upon 
this occaſion is ſo culpable, that, far from conſider- 
ing myſelf as a baſe informer, I am proud of ha 
ving repreſented him to his employers in a propet 
light. This is a duty I owed to my countrymen, 
and io humanity, 

What eulogium, on the contrary, is not due 
to Meſſrs. Deprat and Cabannes, merchants at Mo- 
gadore. It is to their patriotiſm that France ! 
indebted for the greater part cf thoſe, who, with me, 
were unhappily ſhip-wrecked. The extenſive tract, 
which they carry on in the interior parts of tht 
country, gives them great influence, both in the 
capital and in other towns. Had their advice been 
followed, what faults and misfortunes might have 
been avoided! It is to be hoped, that the conſul- 


general 


general will, in future, take 4 care upon himſelf, 


ſuch unfortunate people as may be loſt upon __ 
coaſts. 

But, to return to my narration. I had always * 
ry mind the diſcourſe of the ſailor, and I could nar. 
wnceive how we were ſo abandoned, when there 


e means of reclaiming us. I was reflecting upon, 
(iy ze cauſes of this total neglect, when, on retiring 
4 


behind my buſh, I was much aſtoniſhed to ſee my 
mallcr's camels returning without a guide. Being 


"np led to receive my portion of milk, when it was: 
dees late, and not ſeeing this poor man, took 
ob. the liberty of aſking what was become of him; but 
as the Mabs gave me a very cool anſwer, and — 
in, me from their preſence. The forbidding aſpect of 


my malter and his wife made me apptehenſive for 
the poor baker, and I longed to fee him, in order 
lat I might learn his fate. Next morning early, 
x roung Arab, employed in keeping the flocks,” 
me and informed me, that Sidy Mahammet, ſuſ- 
ing that the baker privately milked his camels: 
atched him; and, having caught him in the fact, 
ad ſeized him by the throat, and ſtrangled him. 


nem Take care of thyſelf,” ſaid the young man, “ a 
due iriſtian, who touches the teats of our cartle, pro- 
Mo them. The proprietor, or any other Arab. 


is 4 right to puniſh with death whoever offends in 
i reſp. ct. I give thee timely warning z beware, 
lerefore, of committing ſuch a acrilege.” 
As I could not allow myſelf to believe ſuch: 


= barbarous action, I haſtened to the tent, 
been id required an explanation of what had 
ten told me by the child, A general 

G 2 ſilence 


„nd embrace the earlieſt opportunity of reclaiming 
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1 
filence confirmed the truth of what I had heard, 
and I abandoned myſelf to all the fury of my in. to 
dignation. The Arabs all flocked around me; but « 
my maſter's brother-in-law was the only perſon whoW th 
ſhewed any ſigns of being diſpleaſed. © Why,“ ſaid b: 
he, did you not ſell theſe ſlaves when I offered o 
to buy them? What pleaſure or what profit haye to 
you procured by deltroying them without mercy ;M c1 
why ſhould you treat with ſo much inhumanity the m 
only one that remains? You allow that he merit mn 
reſpect; you ſuppoſe him to be a king; and the fo 
riches which he has beftowed on you ought, in b. 
Opinion, to have induced you to treat him with 
kindneſs.” * 

This laſt reproach awakened the jealouſy of allW t: 
thoſe who were preſent, and they unanimouſly un- c 
dertook my defence; but Sidy Sellem was the only MM e 
one who ſpoke from a ſpirit of benevolence; e b. 
reſt ſpoke after him only in confideration of his great 


age and his riches. It was this Sidy Sellem, of tb ct 
tribe of the Rouſſye, who treated us ſo well afteſ r: 
our ſhipwreck, and who told me, that I ſhould on th 
day repent rejecting the propoſal which he made I 


purchaſing me. 

I now remained the only ſlave in the hamlet, and 
J had no longer any companion to whom I coule 
communicate my misfortunes. My ſituation be 
came every day more and more deplorable, but 
formed a reſolution of not ſuffering myſelf to be H. to 
fected by it. Let me boldly face every danger, W an: 
ſaid I ro mylelf, © I have hitherto ſupported un T! 


common fatigues; my health will permit me {ti ke 
to undergo new ones; let me, therefore, bear u De 
with courage; perhaps Providence will ſoon put . ter 


* 


end to my trials 


Thi 
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rd, This reſolution, and the conduct I had obſerved 
in. towards thoſe who wiſhed to humble me, had pro- 


but cured me ſome conſideration among the ſavages, ſo 
vho that from time to time I was ſuffered to lodge in the 
ſaid back part of their tents: I even ſometimes drank 
red out of their veſſels. My maſter, too, ſuffered me 
aveMW to remain at caſe, and I was no longer required to 
y guard his camels. It is true, that he never ſpoke to 


the me concerning my liberty; but, even if he had, I 
hould have paid very little attention to his worde; 
the for, I was fo well acquainted with his perfid”, that I 
my bad not the leaſt confidence in him. 


with It was, however, neceſſary for me to continue to 
make faggots, in order to provide for my ſubſiſ- 
all tence; but thirſt often drove me into the moſt in- 
un-M conceivable fits of madneſs, To have an idea of the 
nalyM cxiemicies to which it will reduce a man, one mult 
ne have experienced its turments, I iaw the Arabs theme 


ſelves in the greatelt diſtreſs on this account; ſeveral 
of them died of thirſt and hunger, and the ſeaſon did 
dat admit of any relief, This was the fourth time 
that their crops had been deſtroyed by drought.— 
This diſmal fituation had fo jrritated the minds of 
tie inhabitants of the different tribes, that they 


an made war upon one another. Milk had entirely 
ou tailed chem, and each tried who could carry off moſt 
bei cattle, in order that they might kill them and dry 
ut the fleſn. Water was (till ſcarcer; for, there is little 
x a to be found in the delert, except towards the fea, 
ger, and even then, it is black, putrid, and brackiſh,— 
| un This bad beverage, added to the want of paſtures, 


keeps the Arabs always at a diſtance from the coaſts. 
Deſtitute of every kind of proviſions, no one at- 
tempted to purſue his journey; and it was in theſe 
cltcumitances that I beheld to what extremity men 
may 
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could diſtinguiſh one another. My camel, which, 


( 34 ) 


may be reduced through want. The Arabs, who  . 


had the leaſt milk, quenched their thirſt from the Il 
bowels of the camels which they killed. They pref. ue 
ſed a greeniſh kind of water from the filth found jn M 
the ſtomachs of theſe animals, which they preſerved hit 
with great care, and often boiled their flcth in it. 1 
That which they procured from the bodies of their 4 
goats had the taſte and ſmell of ſweet fennel. Broth WM 
made of it never appeared to me dilzgreeable ; but a 
that procured from the camel was not ſo pleaſing a4 
to the taſte. What greatly aſtoniſhed me was, that M © 
thoſe animals, which never drink above twice or £ 


thrice in a year, and which eat only dried plants, 
ſhould have ſuch a prodigious quantity of water in 
their ſtomachs, and particularly the camel. 
Providence, who had not hiiherto abandoned me, 
ſtill preferved my life, which I wiſhed to abridge by 
expoling mylelf to the dangers of a combat. Exilt- 
ence was abſolutely become a burden to me; and, in 
the hopes of putting a period to it, I requeited lrave 
from niy maſter to go ro the ſpot where the flocks 
were feeding, and to join the inhabitants in defend- 
ing them from the attacks of the neighbouring plun- 
derers. Having accepted my offer, he mounted me 
on his camel, and gave me a piſtol, the only piece 
of arms which te had in his poſſcſſion, imploring 
heaven to protect us, and to grant ſucceſs to his 110 
party. I advanced, therefore, with my piſtol in my 
hand, accompanied by one of my maſter's relations, 


and, with my conductor, joined the warriors, who 1 * 
found obleived no kind of order. I do not know l, 
whether they were flying or running after one ano- "ly 
ther. I ſaw only a crowd of men, enveloped in Thi 
clouds of duſt, and I cannot conceive how they U. 


Without 


(3 


without doubt, was not accuſtomed to ſuch expedi- 
tions, marched very ſlowly towards the enemy's fire. || 
My conductor ſoon ſeparated from me, and I ſaw 
him fall dead, having received a bullet in the head, 


0 which carried away part of his ſkull. My camel, 
1 frightened, began to jump about in a furious man- 
i net, and threw me to the diſtance of ten paces upon 


a heap of ſand. An Arab, on foot, immediately ran 
up, fired his piſtol at me, and inſtantly dropped down 
= Fi my feet. Another came up with a potgnard, ready 

W to plunge it into ry boſom z but, very luckily for 
me, it happened to get entangled in his turban, which 
vas floating over his ſhoolders. I immediately ſeized 


n at opportunity to give him a blow with the but» 
: end of my piſtol; and at the fame time puſhing him 
” BM rudely from me, he fell down withont any ſigns of 
| life, This was the only uſe which I could make 


of my piſtol, I had nothing to load it again, though 
In general the Arabs never preſent themſelves to 
gage, without having ammuaition for three or 
wur rounds, My piſtol twice miſſed fire. Theſe 


mi eidents are not uncommon ; for, their arms and 
me bender are very bad. The battles of the Arabs are 
1 lierefore ſoon decided, Ihe greateſt hurt which 
we theſe ſavages do to one another conſiſts in tearing 
* each others faces with their nails, and ſometimes 


ſtabbißg one another with their poignards. The 
temels, being accuſtomed to theſe combats, mingle 
n the crowd with loud cries; and by their teeth 
Wperſe the enemy much ſooner than could be done 
ty armed horſemen. When the combat was ended, 
kyeral of our Arabs came to me, teliing me, that 
l was good, good, They were perſuaded that I had 
led three men, though I had only woun'led one. 

However, 


3 


my reputation, I took care to unload my piſtol, 


3” 


I may attempt any thing. 


wiſhes. I got 


other, to ſecure myſelf from the cold. 
Sidy Mahammet was not long in perceiving 
his treaſure was gone, and immediately haſtened te 
the buſh at the bottom of which I lay. Prayer 
threats, and careſſes, were all employed to preva 
upon me to reſtore what I had taken; and, above all 
not to ſpeak of it to any one. ** I ſwear by Ma 
homet, by every thing that I reſpect,” ſaid he 
« that I will cauſe thee to be conducted immediate} 
to Mogadore; and I promiſe that I will reſtore thet 
thy liberty the firſt opportunity. Return, I beleec! 
thee, what thou once gavelt me. If my wite, wi 
is now ready to lie-in, ſhiould be informed of m 
misfortune, it will affect her two much; ſhe will lo 
her child, aud, perhaps, her life. Conſider the evi 
of wh.ch thou wilt become the calc !? 11 
| 


However, I left them in their error; and, to fave 


« Since heaven has ſpared me,” ſaid J to myſelf 
I then formed a pro- 
ject of making my eſcape, and cf robbing my ma. 
ter of all the trinkets and effects which I had given 
him. With theſe I propoſed to go to ſome other 
tribe, and I reaſoned 1a the following manner : « [f 
any Arab meets me, he will retire to put my booty 
into ſome place of ſafety, and I ſhall prevail upon 
him to repair as ſoon as poſſible to Morocco,” 
This project appeared to me excellent; and, thoughf 
I neither knew what rout? to purſue, nor the dan- 
gers which I muſt encounter, I haſtened to put it in 
execution. Every thing lucceeded according to my 
poſſeſſion of the treaſure, and con- 
cealed it in a hole tiil the next morning, intending 
to add to my packet a covering, of ſome kind © 


g that 


Thi 
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This obſervation of Sidy Mahammet would have 
had very little effect, had 1 not reflected, in the 
night-time, that I might poſſibly fall into the. hands 
of ſome miſerable wretch, too poor to undertake a 
long journey, or who, to conceal his robbery, might 
put an end to my days by ſtabbing me with his 
paignard. Pretending, therefore, to be moved by 
his prayers, I gave way to the preſent circumitances z 
but I preſerved all the aſcendancy which his fear 
had given me over him; and I told him, that, if he 
did not keep his word, I would not fail to take from 
him, a ſecond time, every thing that I had given up. 
lat midated by this threat, he renewed his oaths, 
and promiſed to allow me punctually, for the future, 
a certain portion of milk every evening and morn- 
ing. In this he fulfilled his engagement; but he 
never more went abroad. He was afraid, that his 
neighbours, in whoſe company I continually was, 
nd particularly his relations, ſhould become ac- 
quainted with what I had done, and that his dear 
ket would be taken from him for ever. I belie- 
rd, therefore, that he ſincerely wiſhed to get rid of 
ne; and heaven, at length, furniſhed him with the 
opportunity ſo long looked for. | 

Chance conducted Sidy Mouhammet, Sherif of 
lie tribe of Trargea, to the place which I was wa- 
ering with my tears; and, having ſeen me, he aſked 
Wno I was. The Arabs told him my hiſtory, and 
hey boaſted, above all, of the great riches, in pow- 
det and fuſees, which I was ſaid to poſſeſs at Sene- 
pal, The Sherif immediately recollected me; he 
ked me what ſituation I had been ia at the iſland 
af St. Louis, and I returned a ſatisfactory anſwer to 
his queſtions. Having looked at me nearer, he 
claimed, . What! art thou Briſſen?“ On my re- 


FH | piying 


ee x ů ů ů ů 


89 1 


( 58 ) 

plying in the affirmative, he appeared greatly aſto- 
niſhed ; and added, addrefling himſelf to the Arabs, 
Lou do not know this Chriſtian; every thing at 
Senegal belongs to him.” This man imagined that 
all the ſtores 1n the King's magazines, v hich he had 
ſcen me deliver, were my property; and my ma- 
ter's brother-in-law, encouraged by this flattering 
account of my riches, did not hefirate to purchale 
me, giving five camels in exchange. 

F did not know that this bargain was concluded, 
when I was one day unexpected filled both with | 
furpriſe and joy. Having returned with my maſter 
from watering our camels, for the third time during 
three months, I was commanded by my miſiels to 
carry a leather bucket, which ſhe had borrowed, 
ro a neighbouring tent, where 1 found Sidy Sellem, 
who called me, and bid me prepare to ſet out with 
him next morning for Mogadore. I had been flat- 
tered with this hope, and to often deceived, that! 
could ſcarcely perſuade myſelf that he ſpoke in eat 
neſt. However, ſome appearance of preparation 
for the propoſed journey convinced me that his in. 
formation was true. The old man himſelf renewed 
his proteſtations; upon which I was ſo tranſported, 
that I threw myſelf at his feet, wept, ſighed, andi ur 
laughed; in ſhort, I did not know what I was doing. ch 
One mult have Known the value of liberty to feel or to 
to form an idea of what I experienced; when I lcarn-uf co 
ed that my chains were about to be broken. 92 

My former maſter then called me, and told me, ic: 
that 1 no longer belonged to him, © I have dil vt 
charged my promiſe,” added he, * you are going ty 
to be reſtored to your country.” On hearing thell 
words, I forgot all my reſentment, and gave m . 


ſelf up entirely io joy, which appeared to he 12 wh 
| e 
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bled, when informed that I was to have a companion 
on my journey. “ We are going to join him,” 
faid he, ** a few paces hence.” I was far from ſuſpect- 
ing that he meant the unfortunate baker, When 1 
ſlaw him, I aſked him by what miracle he had been 
brought to life again. Alas!“ replied he, „I do 
not know how F eſcaped death. Sidy Mahammet 
ſurpriſed me one day milking the camels; he ran 
up to me, gave me ſeveral blows, and ſqueezed my 
throat ſo cloſely, that 1 fell almoſt liſeleſs at his feet, 

When I recovered my ſenſes, I was aſtoniſhed to 
find myſelf alone. My neck was covered with 
blood: you may yet ſee the marks ot his nails; Icrawl- 
ed, in the beſt manner I could, into the cavern of a 
rock, the echo of which ſeveral times repeated the 
voice of my barbarous maſter, who returned to 
ſca ch for me, or at leaſt to ſee in what Gtuarion 1 
was. As he did not find me in the place where he 
had left me, he called me by my name every where 
around; but I never returned him an anſwer, I 
had reſolved either to ſtarve myſelf to death, or to 
make for the ſea-coaſt, in hopes of meeting with 
ſome veſſel. I indeed arrived there, after a journey 
of tea days, having had no food, during tha: time, 
but ſnails, and nothing elſe to drink but my own 
urine, The ſight of a ſmall loop, which lay at an- 
chor near the land, revived my ſtrength; I began 
to run precipitately towards the ſhore, to try if I 
could make myſelf be obſerved by ſigns, and to en- 
gage the Captain to ſend his boat for me; but I had 
ſcarcely advanced a few ſteps among the rocks, with 
which the ſea was bordered, when I was ſeized by 
two young Arabs,* who dragged me to ſome dif- 
H 2 tance 
The Arabs, who inhabit the ſea coaſt, live only upon 
at they catch by fiſhing. They are exccedingly poor, but 
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tance from the ſhore, Fear, at ſecing myſelf in their 
hands, vexation, at being diſappointed in my ſcheme, 


and, above all, hunger, had reduced me to ſuch an ; 
exttemity, that I muſt have inafallibly died, had! i 
not received ſpeedy relief. Theſe Arabs took the M;, 
greateſt care of me, and, fince that time, I bare M; 
been their ſlave, I was employed to tend their goats; . 
for, they had no other flocks, and no other means of 0 
ſubſiſtence but what they procured by fiſhing. They MW; 
appeared to be much milder in their diſpoſit on or 
than the Arabs who live in the inland parts of the! 

country, and they are much more induſtrious. A- MT 


bout a fortnight ago, they informed me that they 
were going to conduct me to the Sultan, and I am 
inclined to believe that the reaſon of their bringing 
me hither was, that they had agreed upon this place 
of rendezvous, with your maſter, after having in- 
formed him that they had got me in their poſſeſſion, 
I fincerely wiſhed,” added he, that you had been 
with me; you would, without doubt, have been 
much happier; for, I had no cauſe to complain of the 
treatment I met with from theſe people. They 
ſpoke often of you, and it appears that you are well 
known among them.* But we have met once more, 
What are they going to do with us? Is ic true that 
they intend to conduct us to the emperor of Mo- 


rocco?“ 
When 


of a much lef: ferocious diſpoſition than thoſe who live in the 
interior parts of the country. On that account the latter en- 
tertain the moſt ſovereign contempt for them. 


* The jewels and trinkets, which I gave to Sidy Maham- 
met, had procured me ſo much reputation among all the 
hordes, that the travelling Arabs aſked, when they met an 
of my companions in diſtrels, — Art thou Briſſon ? 


When I had heard the baker's hiſtory, I told him, 
e, Jin anſwer to his queſtions, that we were really to 
in kt out for Morocco; but that we had a very long 
[1 jurney to accompliſh, * If we follow the camels,” 
he WM (aid I, „we ſhall have much to ſuffer; beſides 1 
ve WG not know how - we can ſubſiſt; for, we have no 
ts: female camels, and, conſequently, we ſhall have 
of Wro milk. I am much afraid, that we ſhall be o- 
ey biged to beg from hamlet to hamlet, which will 
on Worcatly prolong our march.“ 

Next morning, the inhabitants of the tribe of 
Trargea, having aſſembled around Sidy Sellem, 
mace a long prayer; after which they ordered to be 


bro'h, made with a kind of meal, procured from a 
wild teed, of which I have already ſpoken, To 
this diſh they added a large quantity of milk, and 
ticir beſt wiſhes for a proſperous journey. 

Sidy Mahammet's behaviour, when he took his 
bare of me, was very affecting. Adieu, my dear 


the bilen,” ſaid he, © you are going to undertake a 
hey y long and Jaborious journey. You will ſoon 
well kreeive how great reaſon I had to be afraid of it. 
ore. 


vim no danger may befal you, and that your paſ- 
igt by ſea may be more fortunate than the laſt, A- 
eu, forget not to ſend my wife the ſcarlet cloth. 
targe it to the account of Sidy Sellem : once more 


ompanied the laſt words, might have impoſed on 
ie, hac I not known how far this man could carry 
ie art of diſſimulation. However, the pleaſure I 
lt at getting away from him made me teſtify e- 
ham- Wtry wa k cf gratitude for his pretended affection. 
ven promiſed to ſend him what he requeſted for 
| wife, He afliſted me to get upon the back of 
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bought, both for him and for us, a kettle full of 


deu, my dear Briſſon!” The tears, which ac- 
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a large camel, which was deſtined for me and the 
baker, but which we were obliged to abandon a few 
days after; and we were not the only perſons re. 
duced to this neceſſity. As theſe animals could find 
no paſture, they were not in a condition to continue 
their journey. Beſides, the camels of this country 
are not capable of enduring much fatigue. On the 
other hand, as they had no ſaddles, we could nc 
uſe them for any length of time. We were, there 
fore, obliged to go on foot during the remainder of 
the journey. How much did 1 ſuffer when the ſand 
penetrated into the wounds of my feet, which the 
thorns continually renewed ! I often fell down with 
out any hopes of being able to riſe up again. How 
ever, I was ſtill under the neceſſity of running her 
and there to collect the camels, which loitered behind 
and we were uften obliged alſo to make forced mar 
ches, to avoid th:ſe hordes from whoſe purſuit wy 
apprehended danger, 


One day, having found a valley where the rai - 
had lately fallen, and which, on that account, . 
clothed with verdure, my maſter ſtopped, to give o 
little refreſhment to his famiſhed camels, He aſcen he 
ed to the brow of a high mountain, and fat dog 
for ſome time, that he might ſee them feed, as Hurd 
was conducting them to the city to be fold, and Weea] 
paſſed him with a view of reaching the ſummii] , 
thinking that this was the route which we were oye: c; 
purſue. What confirmed me in this opinion um! 
that the old man ſuffered me to go on, and thatWort, 
ſaw a beaten path before me. However, when hae 
reached the top, I retired a little from the pail, Mie A 
ſhake my long beard, which was continually fil eto 
with vermin, notwithſtanding all my care. Having M. 
remained near an hour behiad a buſh without ſeriHfrude 


a 


6630 
the of my fellow- ravellers, I returned to the beo 
feu Mt the mountain; but, what what was my conlter- 
re. WF :ition, when I could not behold a fingle perſon 
ind. Where are they?“ cried J. Which way have 
ave hey gone? Whither ſhall I turn?“ — As the hordes: 
aug do at times encamp in the neighbourhood of theſe 
faces, go thither with their flocks, for the ſake of 


mited, I could chink of no other means, at firſt; 
than to call out repeatedly, * Sidy Sellem““ Ar 
knoth I diſcovered, at a diſtance, four or five A- 
abs, advancing towards me, to whom Iran up, 
thinking that they belonged to our party; but I ſoon 
perceived my error; for, a large dep, and the moſt 
vigcrous of theſe barbarians, fell upon me at the 
lame inſtant. The Arab gave me a blow on the 
bead, with the back part of his ſabre, and, the reſt 
coming up, dragged me towards a cavern in the 
ck, which ſerved them as a place of ſhelter., 

All hopes of regaining my liberty were now en» 
tely loſt, and I began to imagine that I was goin 
b be reduced to a much more intolerable ſtate of 
livery than before. I was full of ſuch diſmal re- 
lections when theſe aſſaſſins gained a declivity which 


as Wor due towards a place where they wiſhed to con- 
a20 ral me from the ſight of their companions; but, 
* lon a ſudden, in a valley ſurrounded by rocks; I 
ere 


berceixed our camels, and our little caravan, to the 
Mmver of twenty perfons. Having had the good 
ortune to eſcape from the hands of'theſe bandit, 
had ſufficient {lrength to reach my old maſter, and 
lie Arabs, who had detained me, being frightened; 
&00k themſelves to flight; a * 

My maſter reprimanded me ſeverely, for my im- 


— — ä — 


te paſture, a number of different paths were there 


Fuvence, and cautioned me never to quit him. 1 
complained, . 
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7 64 ] 
complained, in my turn, becauſe he did not inform 
me that the path which I followed was not tha 
which I ought to have purſued, becauſe he had de- 
parted without calling me, and withoat ſending te 
ſearch for me. He replied, that rhe reaſon of hi, 
not ſtopping me in the path was, becauſe he himſelf 
had intended to go the ſame way; but that he had 
been obliged to follow his camels, as they had ſtray 
ed through the valley, in ſearch of green heths 
which they had not taſted for a long time. * It 
juſt about to join you,“ added he, „ when the 
found of your voice informed me of your danger 
and of that to which I myſelf might alſg have bee 
expoſed ; but I durſt neither riſł the loſs of my ca 
mels, nor hazard my lite to ſave yours. However 
as we have no time to loſe, let us remove as quick 
as poſſible from a place in which I am equally if 
danger as you are.” Indeed, for more than (ll 
hours, we doubled our pace, and we made a forced 
march, to deceive thoſe who might have attemptec 
to purſue us. We took no kind of food, till the e 
vening of the day following, ſo that, in the ſpac 
of forty-eight hours, I taſted nothing but a fes 
kandfuls of wild ſuccory, which 1 had gathered i 
the fatal valley. 

Having ſer out about break of day, we pallc 
mountains, and traverſed plains, covered with cal 
eined flints, which had a great reſemblance to ti 
coals of our forges. Above theſe flints, there apf. 
- peared at certain diſtances a whitiſh kind of earil 
upon which lay the trunks of large trees, crofling 
one another, which had been torn up by the root 
Fhey were entirely {tripped of bark, and their brar 
ches, as brittle as glaſs, were twiſted together lik 


ropcs, The wood was of a yellow colour, Fu 
in 


[ 8 y 


pling that of liquorice, and the interior part of it 
was "filled with a kind of duſt, very coaric to the 
ouch. All this announced ſome extraordinary re- 
solution, and I was curious to know if theſe trees 


008814 any taſte of ſulphur; but, neither the wood, 
yy pc bbles, nor the duſt encloſed in the wood, had 
kel e 1caſt taſte or ſmell. 

bad A lictle farther we found mountains of a prodi- 
a nous height, which feemed to be piled one upon a- 
ibs cher in wild confuſion. The rocks, which had 
ys teen detached from them, had formed, by their 


all, ſo many precipices. Others, ſuſpended 1n 
> te air, threatened deſtruction to the traveller, and 
obe, by falling againſt each other, and, by re- 


earth, which is continually rolling 'dowa, had form- 
ed fiightful caver 3. The neighbouring valleys 
wre filled with rocks, which appeared to riſe upon 
me another, to produce new maſſes, no leſs formi- 
uble. In ſhort, we beheld a ong chain of moun- 
las, from which pieces of an enormous ſize were 
atiavally falling, which were reduced to powder 
fore they reached the plains below. 


kr, one of which carried along with it a kind of 


aki mud, which exhaled a ſulphuteous ſmell. 

eil Ihe other, ſeparated from the former by a ſmall 
0 thi neue of ſand about twelve or fifteen paces in 
„ apaath, was purer than cryſtal, The water of 
are ruls had an agreeable taſte, and the bottom of 
ins heit channels, diverſified with pebbles of various 


ours, appeared to the eye delightful. 
la this place, alſo, I remarked a ſingular pheno- 
Menon, the caule of which I muſt ſubmit to the in- 


ceiving between them, in their fall, a clayey kind of 


ln another quarter we beheld two ſtreams ef Wa- 


nung of my readers. In a hollow bottom, which 
I appeared ._ 
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appeared at firſt ro become narrower, on account off f 
the great number of mountains by which It was furl 1 
rounded, through ſrightful arches formed by th 
fall of different rocks p'ied one upon another, ci 
covered an immenſe plain, Which excited my aſto r 
niſhment, by che variety it exhibited. This var 
at a diſtance, preſented ſicſt a moilt ſoil, marke 
with. furrows, as if it had been formerly intetleGe y 
by rivulets. The fdes of thele furrows were e 
veted with ſeveral thick layers of nitrous lakes; and 
the rocks, which ſurtounded the whole, were en e 
c:ulted with the lawe, ant, at a little diltance, u { 
ſcmbled caicades, while large reddiſh roots, are | 
branches loaded with leaves, twiſted them{-lve@ : 
through their different crevices, Farther on, to 

wards the Eaſt, I] fiw pyram1cs of large fliars, | 
white as alabaiter, heaped one upon another, which 
ſeemed to announce the neighbourhood of a mot 
and through which arole tall date-ttecs, the trunk | 
of which were entirely covered to their extremitie : 
The trunks, which were buried under theſe heaps of Þ 
ſtoncs, iecned to 1: dicate, by their ſize and colo 
that they Were 81 ancient. O: hrs, {cattered he! 
and there, and entirely ſtripped of their bars, ex fc 


hibited the mot diſmal appeararce, WY 

Having {pl', with my nails, oe Of their bra'f Ni 
ches, and put a bit of it into my mouth, 1 fou 
ic both bitter and fait; wut it had o mel. Tho © 
Wich were lying on the round {-}| 10 bie ces whe | a1 
[ atternpted to touch them; and the filamegts, rn 0 
remained under the bak, were CUVereu with a faltig n 
powder, as beight as cry ſtal. The rodts, wich th 
hung down over the rocks, were of a viicous pature P! 
and he bark fepaiated from them on the flight!“ 
touch. I plucked icveral branches of the wild laute 


froſt 


dra 
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from which there iſſued white drops; and one ha- 


ving fallen upon my hand cauſed a ſmart burning 


pai z it occaſioned allo a black Ipor, which carried 
ef the ſkin, and on this accgunt I did not venture 
ta taſte it. In a word, the flints, the layers of, nitrous 
lakes, the date-ttees overtur..ed, and the others cu- 
vered to the very top, the iminenle fpace burdered 
with extremely hae land, the ground interſected and 
cut, which ſeemed to have been plouzhed up by 
torrents 3 thele mountains, if I may lay fo, torn aſun- 
aer, all ſeemed ro announce, that the waves of the 
{ea had formerly reached this uncommon ſpot.— 
Having aſked Sidy Sellem if we were far from it, 
adit he had ever before traveried theſe regions, he 
„pied, that we were, perhaps, the firſt people who 
hai ever viſited them; and that he was looking for 
tie fea, which mult be before us, that he might 


iterwards direct his courſe eaſtward, towards thole . i 


parts where he had been told that he would find 
Aiabs, among whom he had 'riends, in whole com- 
pany he had formerly made a pilgriinage to Mecca. 
* be eaſy,” added he, ** the fun is my guide; it will 
conduct me to the place of my deſtination; you may 
foo the camels without any tear.“ Indeed, I now 
tought that I walked with more facility; but it was 
not long before I felt the molt excruciating pain, 
Wien the ſores of my fret were filled with ſalt 
cult. However, alter two days march, I was much 
aioniſhed to find myſelf on the lea-coaſt, and to 
voſcrve it rolling its toaming waves againſt-an im- 
menſe precipice below me, Towards the eaſt, from 
tne (pot where I ſtood, its courſe was terminated by 
prodigious rocks, When I reflected upon this ele- 
vation, I cout not allow myliclt to think that the 
ita ever could have riſen to ſo great a height,— 
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ſuſpended in the air. I was no leſs ſurpriſed to ſee 


( 68 ) 


& Can theſe rocks,” ſaid I to myſelf, © have ever More 
ſerved it as a bed?” In ſhort, I loſt myſelt in con. 
jectures; but, as I propoſed only to relate ſacts, it My: 
does not become me to enter into learned dilquiſi- Noni. 
tions. a II. 

After travelling a few days more, ſtill advancing Wijo 
towards Morocco, we found other mcuntains no leis Hie. 
elevated than the former, covered with green, violet, 
orange, and roſe coloured, pebbles, and I perceived Who 
vaſt foreſts at a great diſtance, Theſe were che firſt Nuo 


I had oblerved during thirteen months that I had Wi 


been wandering about in the defarts. I was aſto- Wh 
niſhed to ſee the trunks of theſe trees iſſuing from With: 
the centre of the rocks, and appearing as it were 


roe-bucks chaſing one anotlier upon © thele trees, 
ſkipping over the moſt rugged rocks, and dilap- 
pearing with incredible velocity, as ſoon as thy 
found any one approaching. When one of them 
betook itſelf to flight, the reſt immediately followed, | 
I remarked, that, among ſeveral other kinds of trees, 
the leaves of that which reſembled thole of the gum- 
tree, or of our parſley, notwithſtanding there were 
many different ſpecies, was the only one in all theſe 
countries which had ſuffered by lightening. 

We were three days in traverſing theſe foreſts. 


We paſſed four nights there, and yet I never heard Wt! 
the voice of any of thoſe ferocious animals with 
which the deſarts of Africa are peopled. They muſt WW: 
inhabit that part which lies more to the eaſt; but tr? 
where can they find water ? nal 

The farther we advanced, the more our miſery Wi | 
decreaſed, We often found fields of barley fit for Wn: 
the hand of the reaper, and I frequently ſat down Wade 
and feaſted on it, with a pleaſure which words can vu 


hardly 


("I 

r Wicdly expreſs. Water alſo began not to be fo 
» Whirce, Beſides, we often fell in with hamlets where 
it Wy: were generally well received; and, in thoſe in 
i- aich we might have been expoſed to danger, Sidy 

Mlem was relpected, on account of his having made 
g purney to M-cca. The Arabs of the tribe of the 
is Wc kea1cs, however, exceeded all expectation. 
t, Alter paying him, as a ſtranger, every uſual ho- 
ed our, they ordered milk and bailey-meal to be 
wrought him at the accuſtomed hour. When he 
had finiſhed his repaſt, he gave me whatever was 
Whit, and I retired to cat it with my new companion, 


m ue beker; for, a Chriſtian, eſpecially on a journey, 
re WT iu neither ca, drink, nor fleep, near his maſter, 
ce WJ ico I had fupped, I dug a hole in the ſand to 


beer mylelf from the cold; and, to prevent the 
ad irom getting into my eyes, I covered my head 
With the piece of old canvas which I wore around 
middle. But, ſcarcely had I begun to ſhut my 


ed, , when I was alarmed with the report of two 
es, Whiquets, which were fired near me, and ſoon after 
m- erceived two people lay hold of me. I immedi- 


kly removed the covering I had put over my face, 
mach I obſerved to be on fire, upon which one of 
bole who held me faſt, aſked me if I was wounded. 
concluded then, that the fire which adhered to the 
tn, had procceded from the wadding of the piece. 
o.“ replied I, „I am not wounded : but what 
ave I done, that you ſhould treat me in this man- 
r? © Sir,“ ſaid he, ** tollow us.” My maſter, 
kened by the report of the fire-arrns, ſtarted up, 
id haflened towards the place where he heard the 
und of my voice. When he came up to us, he 
ade a grievous complaint, and reproached the 
Wuntaineer for preſuming to treat one of his ſlaves 
in 
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f ed, betook themſelves to flight, and obliged both 


Gouadnum, which 1 had heard ſo often mentioned 


"C909 
in that manner, and for violating the laws of ho 
tality with a man like him. The Arab, in a haugh 10 
tone, replied, that he did not know I had belgngMii! 
_ him; that he was watching his flacks during of 

'oht, 5 oblerving a man concea) himſelf ia 
ſaga, he had ſuppoſed me to be one of thoſe pluf 
derers who take the advantage of the night-time f 
carry off kids. Sidy Sellem pretended to belief 
him, and, having paſſed high encomiums upon tif 
vigilance, reſcued me from his hands As foon 
he chought that all was quiet in the hamler, he! 
out, and haſtened to remove fiom a place whete if 
was under as great apprehenſions tor himlel; as (Y 
me. 

Theſe Arabs, of the tribe of the Telkrenes, mo 
the weakeſt conſtitutions of all thoſe whom [ iaw MW 
the deſert, They live in the midſt of mountains 
ſand, formed by the winds, One would almolt fe 
that they hide themſelves from the light of the da 
fo difficult is it to penetrate into their retreats, ꝗ 
to return from them. The plains in their neigh 
bourhood are full of venomous ſerpents. I wil 
thrice witneſs to the terrer which they occaſion 
the camels; and theſe animals, when once frighten 


me and the baker to traverſe a great deal of groun t 
before we could collect them. 
At length we approached the celebrated city 


before. Through rhe clifts of the rocks, I ſaw, at WF: 
diſtance, a city, built in an elevatcd ſituation, ths 
ne1ghbourhood of which ſeemed to announce ve! 4 
ſtrong fortifications ; but, when I advanced nearc'$ 
I perceived nothing but mud walls almoſt in ruinsÞ 


Through the openings in them I could Liſtioguith 
lever 


„ . 
eral of the inhabitants, who ſeemed to meditate 
1 good deſign. When the chief of the town was 
aformed that Sidy Sellem was at the head of this 
mall caravan, he came out to meet him, followed 
by four negro ſlaves, cor wg on their heads a baſ- 
et of dates, which their mall intended 2s a pre- 
ent. Having aſked them if 8 was Gouadnum 


ne 

lie F which | law before me, the V rep ied that it was not. 
n = [ks is the fort of La var,” added they; the 
on cis a lictle farther diſtant, you may now ſee it.“ 
0 Wc indecd arrived there two hours after. 

[+ : This city, fo long wiched for, is a place of refuge 
s (WM i moſt deſpecate rebels ot all the different tribes, 


W \is divided into two parts. The lower part was 
hal crmanded by Sidy Adalla, and there was another 
s MW cnicroor tor the higher part, which is ſituated upon 
ale hill, and has a great reſemblance to the tort 
od Labat. Almoſt all the houſes are conſtructed in 
he lame manner. Four large walis encloſe an im- 
neut ſpace of ground. All thoſe of the ſame party 
rect a ge build ing, ligh ed only by the door, and 


arround ch ais habitation, ar? exceedingly high. There 
bon y one door in the whele circumference, which 
8 by large dogs. Each indivi bal has alſo 
g for his own ſaicty; for, without this precau— 
ton, though encloſe within theſe walls, he would 
ten a rilk of being robbed by ſome of his neighs-. 
poſiefled of mote courage or dexterity than 
Hinze it. 
| could not recorcile this general diſtroſt with 
lie exten ſive commerce which is Cariizd on in this 
ty, ] law here two markets, which undoubtedly 
Were got infetior in any thing to the greateſt fairs 
a te provinces of France. Though a great deal 
OT 


he tote Which remains open. The four walls, which 
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avreceable to the tale, 


The 


of ſpecie circulates in them, I am of opinion tha The 
| the greater part of the trade is carried on by barterÞ2ve n 
Molt beautiful wool is found here in abundance, andiem b 
above all, woollen ſtuffs, half white and half crimaly di 
ſon, which are uſed for making dreſſes. The dea In tl 
ers, who come to purchaſe them in order to ſell rhendÞ be © 
again in the inte ior parts of the country, give came [ was u 
in exchange. Their utual profit is iour hundred peil wit 
cent. and upon theſe articles they gain much le ppeare 
than upon wheat, batley, dates, horſes, ſheep, goats Puring 
oxen, ſhe-aſſes, tubacco, gunpowder, combs, ſmallfi®* em 
mirrors, and other toys, which are not carried to: well, a 
great diſtance. They are conſumed ig ſeveral ſmall of efl ec 
towns in the country, in which markets are hel | youle 
upon certain fixed days, whe 4 
What is molt ſurpriſing ie, that rhe Jews are the Jew A 
only people who carry on this trade. They are Min 
however, e xpoſed to the molt humiliating 14ſu'ts, Having 
An Arab ſnatches the brea.i * from the hand of anlf lays, 1 
Iſraclite, enters his houſe, and makes him give him adore 
a handful of tobacco, often beats him, never treats part ON 
him but with the greateit infolcgcc, and yet te poolMl,© ** 
Jew mult ſuffer all chis with patience. It is true but, W. 
that be indemnifies himſelf, after his own manner, by — 
the addreſs with which he diipolcs of his me: chan.iile o well 
to advam age, and by the dexterity with which he] 2 lef: 
deceives æn Arab; bur, in general, the latter are * by ay 
leſs cunning. ravell 
We 
It was at Gouadnum that I firſt began to ſee bread. Whe- My itt 
ther it be owing to a fcarciiy of bricks and tones, or tha: the ouſly f 
uſe of ovens is not yet introduced among the Arabs, they bake nin ( 
their bread upon flints, made red hot. Bread, made in this 8 1 
manner, is very good. That, which the emperor ordered to be * Or 
furniſhed to the conſul, appeared to me to be baked differently, ny feet 
though I couid not tell in what manner, I found it ver tirely 1. 


(' 7&5 ) 

The two chiefs who, command at Gouadnum 
K:ve no other ſuperiority but that which is given 
nem by fortune; riches, in * reſpect, make the 


0 ly diſtinction. , 


o be on the ſea- coaſt at the time of our ſhipwreck.. 
was under great obligations to him; for, he treated 
ne with much kindneſs. His fiſter-in-law, Paphye, 
ppeared to be much intereſted in my favour. 

Poriag eight days, that I remained. at Gouadnum, 
ie employed me in grinding barley. She fed me 
well, and I can ſay that ſhe ſhewed me every mark 
J of elleem and attention; ſhe was even deſirous that 
| yould continue with her ; but nothing was equal 
whe generous aſſiſtance which I received. from the 
Jes Aaron and his wives, notwithſtanding the in- 
gratitude he had met with from ſeveral Chriſtians, 
HI Hving quitted Gouadnum, after repoſing eight 
Liars, 1 found nothing, between that place and Mo- 
Jeadore, but towns and caſtles, ſituated for the moſt 
gart on the tops of high mountains, At a diſtance, 
me would have taken them for ſuperb manſions 3 
but, when ſeen near, they had all the ſame appear- 
ance, In this part of the journey, we did not fare 
Wo well; for, ho nearer we approached' the city, 
the leſs hoſpitality we found, Ir 1s very probable, 
Hat the inhabitants are afraid of the influx of foreign 

travellers, | ; 
We had been now ſixty-ſix days on our journey. 
My ſtrength was exhauſted, my legs were prodigi- 
ouſly ſwelled, my feet were all covered with run- 
ning ſores, *- and I ſhould have infallibly funk un- 


-- 9 


* One of the priekles 6 of the gum-tree had entered one of 
my feet, and I was never able to extract tt until it was en- 
urely rotten. {RP | 1 


K | der 


In this city, I met with a Moor, who happened. 
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der my misfortunes, had not my maſter, to revive os th 
me, ſaid every now and then, “ Behold the ſea! Da | 
Doſt thou not ſee the ſhips ? Have a good heart; Hint, 
we are almoſt at our journey's end!“ Hope ſup- Xa 
ported me; and, at the moment when J leaft ex- mY 70 
ected it, I at length perceived the element of which 10 *. 
Thad ſo much cauſe to complain, and which wad: a 
going yet once more to be the arbiter of my fate lc 
On quitting a labyrinth of broom-bruſhes, we arri 4 Fu | 
ved at the top of a few little ſand-hills ; when, toll” 


my inexpreſſible joy, a joy of which the reader can d rev 


ſcarcely form any idea, — I ſaw the French colours * 
and thoſe of ſeveral other nations, floating over th, 
p of different veſſels, lying at anchor in th{ 
harbour of Mogadore, which I as yet knew only bi 
the name of Soira, © Well, Briſſon,“ ſaid mf 
maſter, ** ſpeak, then, art thou not content? Do 
thou not ſee the veſſels? Are there any French? 
promiſed to conduct thee to the conſul, and you ſelf 
that I have kept my word. But what is the mat 
ter? thou art quite filent!” Alas! what could 
anſwer -I could ſcarcely give vent to my tear 
and to articulate the leaſt word was impoſſible. . þ 
ſurveyed the ſea, the colours, the ſhips, and thi W N 
city, and thought that every thing I beheld wi 
only an illuſion. The unhappy baker, no leſs e 
hauſted than myſelf, and equally ſurpriſed, unit lip 
his ſighs with mine; while my tears bathed the hand oy 
of the generous old man, who had been the meat a ; 
of my enjoying ſo agreeable a proſpect. 55 5 D 
We at length arrived at the city; but I was H- 
entirely free from diſquietude. I was afraid of bein 1 
ſtill detained as a ſlave. I learned, before I quittq; an alſc 
France, that the emperor had behaved very ill ® * , 
Mr. Chenier, who was charge des affaires, and 1 3 


? 


Wiortuna 
low,” | 
re wil 


paints, and whether a new conſul had been ap- 
Jointed. In any event, I had great reaſon for en- 
Jertaining ſuſpicions. I was, however, ſoon freed 
om my apprehenſions. On entering the city, ha- 
ing met two Europeans, © Whoever you may be,” 


By CGhannes, who are always ready, and conſider it as 


| wwer to thoſe unhappy people who are driven 


Ie will endeavour to make you forget them,” — 
Whey immediately carried me along with them, 


i be perfectly eaſy reſpecting the agreement that I 


4 
1 

* 

2 


hat country are you? What day of the month is 


Wiccauſe they had it in their power to relieve an un- 


Y Vithout the leaſt affectation. They dreſſed me from 


WM 
ke latter had complained to his court, I did not 
know whether the miniſtry had liſtened to his com- 


ad I, “ behold the miſery of an unfortunate man, 
nd deign to aſſiſt him! Grant me ſome conſolation, 
nd revive my drooping ſpirits. Where am I? Of 


t What day of the week is it?” I found that 1 
u addreſſed myſelf to two of my countrymen, 
Jim Bourdeaux ; who, after ſurveying me for 
ne moments, went to inform Meſſrs. Duprat and 


ut of their duty, to afford every aſſiſtance in their 


won theſe coaſts. Theſe gentlemen came to meet 
ne; and, without being diſguſted by my external 
E ppearance, which was far from being inviting, they 
laſped me in their arms, and ſhed tears of joy, 
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brtunate man, „ All your misfortunes, fir, are 
ow,” ſaid they, © at an end! Come along with us, 


— 4 4 * * 
A na cn oye 
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iter they had told my maſter to follow them, and 


night have made with him. I begged theſe gen- 
lemen to permit me to bring not only Sidy Sellem {| 
ut alſo his ſon along with me. Their houſe bes 

ame in a manner mine; and every care, attention, | 
nd mark of friendſhip, was beſtowed upon me, 
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head to foot in their own clothes, until 1 fhould Th 
have a ſuit made to fit me; and, ſoon after, I reMſinted 
ceived viſits from all the Europeans who were afMWoftere: 
that time in Mogadore. They congratulated mi ou 
on the happy change of my condition; and that MA ſec. 
had arrived at ſo fortunate a criſis as that of thi tic en 
entry of a new conſul, who had brought with him tad g 
from France, very rich preſents for the emperor, ¶ ductec 
The ſame day I was preſented to the governꝗneſſer 
of the place, who ſignified to us that we muſt ofMcourts 
to Morocco. The emperor had declared his und, 
tentions, and he was deſirous of ſeeing all the ſlavffuſe 
with his own eyes, and of letting them hear ti :n2th 
order for their liberty from his own mouth, BY irc a 
| We ſet out, therefore, eight days after, with Wl arr 
guard; my maſter, I, and the baker, whom Sig nic « 
ahammet had remitted to his brother, reſervii ff the 
to himſelf the ranſom that might be received fi ey w 
him. We were furniſhed with mvles, a tent, a ef blu 


people to ſerve us, and we arrived at Morocco aft ly h. 


a march of four days. bey a 
The firſt thing I obſerved was the tower of o cover « 
of the moſques, which may be perceived at a gr Heir t 


diſtance, I expected to have diſcovered the ha | tote 
ration of the antient emperors, and ſome remains Wi oth 
antiquity; but nothing has leſs reſemblance to th The 
than the palace of the ſovereign of Fez and MF lliey 1 


quinez. The walls which ſurround it are of ear 'ine or 
and the two corners of it are falling into ruin tclemb 
one would almoſt be induced to take them for WF we ain 
walls of an old burying-ground. The houſes new contin 
to the palace are low, and conſtructed in the ſari cir cl 
ſtyle as thoſe of Gouadnum, but they are more dir froops | 
and lels airy, | hi 

"x captai 


( 72.) 
The guard, which had the care of my perſon, pre- 


ented me to the conſul and the vice-conſul, who 
Wofered me lodging and the uſe of their table until 
J] ſhould be able to procure a paſſage to France. 
L ſecond guard came ſoon after to tell me, that 
Ine emperor, informed of my arrival in the capital, 
ad given orders that I thould immediately be con- 
Wiucted to his preſence, I thereſore followed this 
neſſenger, who carried me through ſeveral vaſt 
Courts, in which I ſaw nothing but very high walls, 
Ind, and a ſcorching ſun, the rays of which are 
Jifuſed over the place during the whole day. I at 
AJ 2th arrived at that in which his majeſty's guards 
ve aſſembled. Thoſe, who ſerve near his perſon, 
x armed with fuſees. Their dreſs conſiſts in a 
mic of any colour whatever, and a cloak like thoſe 
if the Carthuſians, with a hood. On their heads 
icy wear a {mall cap of red leather, with a plume 
e blue feathers over it, and their naked feet are 
mly half concealed by flippers, which, in walking, 
bey are obliged to drag after them. They uſe the 
W cover of their fuſees as a ſaſh, and have a belt round 
Neir bodies, from which hangs a cartouch-box. 
fhoſe who appeared to me not to be on duty had 
no other arms than a white ſtaff. 
The horſemen are dreſſed in the. ſame manner. 
WJ [cy wear half-boots without feet, and large ſpurs 
nine or ten inches in length, which have a great 
vſemblance to thick iron — Their horſes ſides 
Ine almoſt always open to the quick. Their riders 
continually torment them, and feem to make this 
heir chief pleaſure. Such is the true picture of the 
oops of the Emperor of Morocco. 
Whilft I wes waiting for an audience, I ſaw a 
J ptain review his troop. He was ſeated on the 
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ground, with his chin reſting upon his two fifts, 
and his arms placed upon his knees, which were 


He all 


tome, 


« T 
bent upwards. He made his ſoldiers advance twa ¶ nount 
by two, then gave his orders, and the latter, after Mac thy 


proſtrating themſelves before him, retired to their M,:d ol 
poſts, or went to enjoy their amuſement. _ 


Wroach 
Five or ſix of thoſe who were armed with white® ores 
ſaves jumped ſuddenly upon me, ſeized me byWM,.chor 


the collar, as if J had been a malefactor, and, ha- he cor 
ving ordered two large folding- doors, like thoſe off ay orc 
our barns, to be opened, puſhed me rudely into aH Hat + 
kind of incloſure, where I in vain looked for any Ro: 
thing that might announce the majeſty of the throne. Met } 
Having walked fifteen or twenty paces palt a kind aſter 
of wheel-barrow, ſuch as thoſe commonly to bel ich 


met with in every ſtreet of Paris, my attendant The 


made me ſuddenly turn round; and, puſhing me Id me 
in a very brutal manner, ordered me to prol;. art! 
trate myſelf before this wheel-barrow, in which thai xpoſin 
emperor fat amuſing himſelf with ſtroking his toes mmen 
which he held upon one of his knees. He lookeq r the 
at me for ſome time, and then aſked me if I valmao 

OS 


not one of thoſe Chriſtian ſlaves, ho had been ſhip 


with a ſmall reed, which he uſed as a pen; ane 
' eh 
with which he traced out the four cardinal point aled tc 
to ſhew me that Paris lay towards the north. H been ref 
then wrote down a few ciphers, after the French eror 
manner, as far as twelve, aſking mc if I knew 2 8 


em, 


He alſo put ſeveral other queſtions of the ſame kind 
Yo me, to diſplay the great extent of his learning; 


OT — : — ——— — — 1 — —— 


22—— 


K 


Oo 


« Tell me,” continued the prince, “ did the 


Y nountaigeers* treat thee well? did they take much 
Wo thy effects?“ I readily replied to all his queſtions, 
ind obſerved to him, that, in proportion as we ap- 
Jpoached the capital, we found the manners of the 


inhabitants milder, and more civilized. 


authority does not extend,” replied he, “ over all 
Wie country which thou haſt traverſed, : or, rather; 


Wny orders cannot be conveyed ſo far. 


With whom 


W (dt thou come?“ © With Sidy Sellem, of the tribe 


Ii Rouſlye.” 
let him be brought hither.” 


«© I know him,” ſaid the emperor, 
A moment after my 
iter was introduced, in the ſame manner as that 


uch I have already deſcribed, | 


Jomage of his ſlave. 


: the Ouadelims and the Labdeſſeba? for, it is thoſe 
Who have taken them all.“ 


Iepoſing himſelf to the danger of traverſing theſe 


The emperor having aſked him if he had purcha- 
d me at a dear rate, and what were his intentions, 
e artfully replied, that he had no other view in 


mmenſe countries than to go and proſtrate himſeif 
t the feet of his ſovereign, and to offer him the 
« Doſt thou know,” con- 
inued the emperor, © if there are any more amongft 


& Yes, Sire,“ replied 


Iny patron, “ there are ſome more, whom I could 


'E 


| 
f 
I 


* The Arabs who live in cities call the inhabitants of the 
leſert rebellious mountaineers. 3 : 

It is very certain, that, if Sidy Sellem had not been defirons 
if rendering homage to the emperor, (for, during fifty years, 
te had not been at Morocco,) and if he had not befdes been 


q called to the city by particular buſineſs, I ſhould never have 


been reſtored to my country. I was carried too far into the 
nterior parts ever to find an opportunity of eſcaping from 


eaſily 


chem, 
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eaſily collect, if your majeſty will give me an orde 
The emperor did not carry the 


for that purpoſe.” 


converſation any farther. He commanded 


his guards to take care of me and the baker, til 7 


he ſhould receive freſh orders, and to ſupply mY ui! 
bu! 


guard api; 


with ſood from the royal kitchen. This 
peared to be greatly ſurpriſed, that the ſultan 
have diſcourſed ſo long with a ſlave, 


Next morning the conſul ſent to demand me fro 
guard, telling him, that, when the emperor en 
- quired for me, he might find me at his houſe. 
therefore went and took up my lodging in an apart 
ment which had been before occupied by the Spani 
ambaſſador, The emperor, defirous of teſtifying t 
like reſpect for the envoy' of France, had order 
ori 
the 


the 


the ſame lodging to be aſſigned to him. 


This palace, the moſt beautiful that the empM 
ror has at his diſpoſal, is nothing elſe than a lo 
kind of vault, under ground, the arch of which 
The way to of 
down to it is by a ſmall glacis, and it receives nl 
other air than that which is admitted by a few ſmalf 
Nits formed in the top of the arch. The empen 
. it as a ſtore-houſe for keeping his ten 
an elſe is to 
rrupt. 
ward 


ſupported by two rows of pillars. 


warlike equipage, and nothin 


ſeen in it but bare walls, ſpiders webs, bats, a 
This edifice is ſituated in the m 
beautiful of the imperial gardens, which is ornY 
"mented with olive, quince, pomegranate, and appli 
The four high walls which ſurround it, ma 
thoſe who walk in it almoſt imagine that they aſl 
The emperor, when he lodges ti: co 
- ambaſſadors or repreſentatives of foreign courts her 


large rats. 


trees. 
ſtate- priſoners. 


gives them no kind of furniture whatever. 


contented with ordering a certain quantity of be 
| muttol 


One ot 


| 
4 
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4 
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He 


mutto! 
ted an 
The 
Qrrou! 
ag110 


he ink 


ieing 


tom et. 


itants 
gone 
ram! 


hey e 


0 e 


hey re 


Niea. 
= part 


The 
ght, 
e Arr 
n the 
ather 1 


vould 


bowe ve 


on the | 


ver the 


Wha 


of the « 
lbitan 


(: 88; J\ 
mutton, poultry, bread, and water, to be diſtribu- 


; * amongſt them. 
W The imperial palace conſiſts of ſix vaſt courts, 
: A by high walls. The outſide of the ſe- 


duilt ! in the ſame taſte. I do not know whether 
Die inſide be pretty, but the outſide Is far- from 
W:ving an agreeable aſpect. The city is ſeparated 
Jom che palace by 3 heaps of dirt; and the 
Jung and the bones of animals killed by the inha- 
itants, thrown one upon another, form a mound, 
zone may ſay, around the capital. Some of theſe 
W:ramids of filth are found in the heart of the city. 
1 They even over-top the houſes in ſuch a manner 
Ns exclude the light irom them, and a putrid 
| or is continually exhaled from them by the heat 
WY the ſun, 
ey reſemble our ſtables, and have no court-yard or 
| ea, The ſtreets are remarkably narrow, and are 
Wn part covered with ſtraw. 
The conſul and I having one day occaſion to a- 
at, whilſt we were riding out in company with 
American ambaſſador who had taken a lodging 
Wi the city, the people who have very little or 
W'ithcr no politeneſs, ran after us in crowds, and in- 
Wicrrupted us greatly in our way, though we had a 
ud to attend us. Without this precaution, one 
boa be in danger of being torn to pieces. This, 
Wiowcver, did not prevent me from receiving a blow 
on che head from a ſtone, but I could neither diſco- 
er che hand who threw it nor from vhat quarter it 
nd come. 
What I have here related, 1s a faithful deſcription 
WO! the city of Morocco. With regard to the in- 
lbitants, they differ very little from thoſe of the 
L deſarts. 


Palio reſembles that of a barn, and the moſque 


The houſes are exceedingly ill- built; 
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deſarts. They are ſomewhat more civilized, and 
their colour is almoſt white. The fight o 
Europeans, to whom they are mare hs Ys qualitic 
aſtoniſhes them leſs, but they behave to them in the birian, 
moſt inſulting manner. FT have fecn ſeveral of them be thre 
enter the conſul's houſe, and that of Mr, Duprat, Hor his 


fit down without being aſked, call for victuals andMhyorthle 


victim 
whethel 


drink, and even inſiſt upon having ſomething nice 1 can 
and delicate. A porter, who had only had thMMiis, ch 
trouble of opening, for the conſul, the door, leading Impere 
to the court in which the emperor was, came in th ¶ Lurope 
moſt impudent manner and demanded a gratifica lige 
tion. Though he received ſeveral pieces of ſilvei him. 
colin, he appeared diilatisfied, and he continued t ves tc 
hold out his hand, ſaying zit, “ give more, that ine ſ 


not ſufficient,” with an arrogance equally ridiculougM nl wt 
as his requeſt. | In vi 
The ſecretaries and clerks behave in the ſam Genie 

manner, and they lay all thoſe under contributions diſp 
who have any buſineſs to tranſact with them. Theo hi 
principal officers of the crown are ſtill greedier oifirappe: 
preſents, and, above all, of dollars, which are worth ended 
above five livres ten ſols, French money, or fourublicl: 
ſhillings and ſeven pence, ſterling. Their malterWuclle! 
a'ways takes care to aſk them what ſuch an affair ore ne 
buſineſs has brought them. He gives them diſtin-W their 
guiſhed employments, or ſends them as ambaſſadors; ad MM; 
and, when he conceives that they have amaſſed a mid 
certain fortune, he accuſes them of bad conduct in imiſh 
their office, ſtrips them of all their riches, and leaves blut. 
them to end their days in a priſon, His own chil- Wteria 
dren are not exempted from theſe acts of barbarity. Naually 
Moulem Adaram, of whom I have already ſpoken, WF 
does not lead a wandering life in the deſert among 6 Thi 
robbers but in conſequence of his having been aH 
victim BY 


Ichether this young 


$5 
victim to the avarice of his father. I do not know 


g prince ever ſhewed any good 
qualities; but he is conſidered in the deſert as a bar- 


Iorian, who will be a cruel tyrant if ever he mount 
Wihe throne, 
Wor his brother, Moulem Azy,* who is equally 


Wrorthlels as he. 


Ar preſent, it appears to be deſtined 


MH 12 . . | 
| cannot here help obſerving, how extraordinary 


Wi is, that a prince, ſo little to be dreaded as the 


Emperor of Morocco, ſhould require the powers of 


Wurope to fend ambaſſadors to him, and even to 


lige them, ia ſome meaſure, to become tributary 


Wihin. There is not a ſingle ſovereign who ven- 


wes to ſend a repreſentative to his court without 


ne ſame time making him conſiderable preſents; 
By: what envoy would venture to appear before 
im without having his hands full? When Mr, 
enier, the French Charge des affaires, delivered 
diſpatches to the emperor, his majeſty, taking it 
o his head to be offended, cauſed them to be 
Wrapped up in a dirty handkerchief, and to be fuſ- 


Wirnded from the neck of the coaſul, who was thus 


Wl icly 
Fuclleſt of nations. How happens it, that the conſuls 


expoſed to the raillery and inſults of the 


e not all united, and had the ſpirit to repreſent, 


* 
w 
. 


their reſpective ſovereigns, that the king of Fez 
Wind Miequinez becomes every day more and more 
Formidable, only by the ſupplies with which they 
miſh him. 
Polutely deſtitute of reſources. 
Watcrials nor places for caſting cannon, and he was 
$9uilly in want of wood for building ſhips, of ropes, 


Twenty years ago, this prince was 
He had neither 


This was written before my return from Senegal. Since 


of 


nume, the ſon has declared war againſt the father. 
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of nails, and even of workmen. It is France, an empe 
other maritime powers that aſſiſt him, elſe the em head 
peror of Morocco would be of little conſideration on in 
His ſuperb batteries of braſs cannon, twenty- fou buys 
thirty-ſix, and forty-eight, pounders, were furniſnel {els a 
by Holland, Spain, England, and France. Eno gn 
land has dong more than i nations, by ſellin does 
to him thoſe beautiful cannons which were taken! W ficive! 
the floating batteries. Wl furnif 

Mogadore, that part of it which is next to Moro ing th 


co, is built in an advantageous ſituation. Its bab his 


teries are well diſpoſed, and there are cannon at ea tenſio 
embraſure; but they are there merely in a mann the a 
for ſhow, as they have no carriages, and Their 


mounted only on brick work. There are no wor / we 
men capable of fitting them to carriages, nor WA poſſib 
there timber proper for making them. EV partia 
thing of that kind is wanting to the emperor. DI count 

Ido, 


a few veſſels only wait for the * of his ſm 


frigates, which are almoſt all unfit for ſea, excel that t 
two, which Mure, the vice-conſul, adviſed and eval the v 
ſolicited him to repair, nothing would be cal id tl 
than to prevent them from returning, and to blo vith 
up Mogadore, Rabat, and Sallee. What would buy Th 
come of his commerce, and, above all, of his chain 
rine, did the Chriſtian princes ceaſe to aſſiſt hiq day, 
contrary to the dictates of humanity? Would En word 
land and Spain unite only for a moment, Tangiei court 
his moſt beautiful port, would ſoon be ſo far ruine gives 
that it could not afford ſhelter to his ſubjects, Whg oche 
deſtitute of ſhips, would be obliged to aband geceſ 
their piracies. hcho 

If the conſuls of different nations have never mag he 
the like obſervations, and if they have never point endea 
ed out the means of checking the inſolence of tl : con 


emper ü 


„„ 
emperor of Morocco, it is becauſe they are at the 
head of all the commerce which theſe powers carry 
Jon in that part of the world. The Spaniſh conſul 
buys up almoſt all the corn of the country, and veſ- 
ſels are diſpatched with it according to his con- 
ſgnments, The French conſul is the only one who 
does not engage in commerce, In ſhort, 1 _ 
ficively aſſert, that theſe repreſentatives, 'inſtead of 
furniſhing their courts with the means of diminiſh- 
ing the power of the emperor, never ceaſe to add 
to his ſtrength, and to incite him to form new pre- 
tenſions. How much we aſſiſt theſe pirates to hurt 
the advantageous trade which we might carry on! 
Their ſituation renders them very dangerous; bur; 
we leave them only their fituation, it will be im- 
J :ofſible for them to profit much by it. Let im- 
partial and unprejudiced people pay a viſit to that 
country, let them ſpeak with the ſame ſincerity as 
do, and mankind will, no doubt, be convinced, 
that the emperor of Morocco, of all the princes in 
che world, would be the leaſt able to do miſchief, 
id the ſovereigns of Europe ceaſe to furniſh him 
W vith ſuccours, | : 

The happy moment at length arrived, when my 
chains were about to be broken. The prince one 
day, as he was coming out from the moſque, ſent 
word to the conſul, to repair with his flaves to the 
court in which he keeps his Mecboir; that is to ſay, 
W gives audience, © Conſul,” ſaid he to Mr. Du- 
Locher, © I hope thou wilt not behave like thy pre- 
b 
| 
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deceſſor, whoſe haughtineſs diſpleaſed me much. 

J bchold this man,” pointing to the vice- conſul, 
J © he is young, affable and polite ; he has always 
J endeavoured to pleaſe me. Thou mult copy him; 
command thee to do fo, and thou mayeſt write 
to 


( 86 ) 
to thy maſter,” that I am ſatisfied with his ſervices. 
Adieu, thou art at liberty to retire with thy ſlaves, 
whom I now deliver up into thy hands.“ 

It is generally at this audience that the emperor 
cauſes an account to be given him reſpecting every 
thing that concerns the police. He appears mount 
ed upon a beautiful courſer, capariſoned with blu 


order, he bcholds, without emotion, the heads o 


his mouth, when the unhappy criminal is ſtretched 
out lifeleſs However, no perſon who is rich ever 
fuffers death, whatever his crime may be, provided 
he chooſes to purchaſe a pardon. | . 
What opinion can be formed of a prince, who, 
from an idea which had been ſuggeſted to him, that 
IT was undoubtedly a Chriſtian of more diſtinction 
than the reſt, becauſe 1 was more gentcelly dreſt, 
and becauſe the conſul ſhewed me ſome attention, 
forgot all his promiſes, and ſeat orders to Mogadore 
to arreſt me, and bring me back to Morocco? Hap- 
pily for me, the winds had already wafted me to a 
conſiderable diſtance, before the courier could ſig- 
nify to the governor the orders of his maſter. 


* We were in number ſeven, viz. myſelf, the baker, and 


had been ſhipwrecked ſome time before us. 


] 


ſeveral of his ſubjects inſtantly ſtruck off, Scarcely8 
have the laſt words of the ſentence proceeded from 


fve others, belonging to a veſſel called The Two Friends, which 
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and ſcarlet cloth, and having golden taſſels hanging 
over his crupper. Cloſe to his majeſty walks af 
groom, bearing in his hand a long pole, to the endl 
of which is fixed an umbrella, to defend his ma- 
jeſty from. the rays of the ſun. His guards follow 
on foot in the greateſt ſilence. Every thing around 
announces. terror, and the lovereign's look always 


carries conſternation along with jt. On th: ſlighteſtÞ 
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„n 
way therefore ſay, that misfortune purſued me 
een to the laſt moment. I ſhonld have funk un- 
ny diſtreſſes, like my unhappy companions, 
l not poſſeſſed a conſtancy which nothing could 


_ 
7 * 


] 
ke, and had I not had the moſt unbounded con- 
Wicnce in the goodneſs of Divine Providence. I 
jſt not forget to mention, that, before my depar- 
Wc, Sidy Sellem had ſet out on his return, very well 


fed wich the generoſity of the conful. 


— — 


zeing unwilling to interrupt the thread of my 
Iuration, I thought it would be better to ſubjoin to 
account the different obſervations which I had 
opportunity of making on the religion, manners, 
Bd cuſtoms of a people very little known, and 
uch, on that account, cannot fail of being inte- 
ing. The reader may be affured, that I ſhall 
as cenacious of truth in the deſcriptioa I am go- 
do give as I have hitherto been in the recital of 
= own private adventures. 
he Arabs of the deſert follow the religion of Ma- 
net; but they have entirely disfigured it by the 
Wroleſt ſuperſtitions. They always move about 
n place to place, and lead a wandering life amidſt 
diy ſands of Africa. There are ſome bodies of 
em who continually hover about the fſea-coaſt, 
W'chour ever eſtabliſiing themſelves in any particu- 
ot. They are divided into tribes, more or 
W-> conſidcrable; every tribe is ſub-divided into 
des, and every horde encamps in thoſe cantons 
cch are propereſt for ſupplying them with paſture 
| for 
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for their cattle, ſo that a whole tribe is never en- 


tirely united. They are almoſt all found intermix- Th 
ed with ſome hamlets of thoſe of the Ouadelims, the jit of 
Labdeſſeba, the Rouſſye, the Lathidierim, the Che- Þ 
lus, the Lucanois, the Ouadelis, &c, The two firſt une h 
are the moſt formidable; they carry their ravageg t 
even to the gates of Morocco, The emperor ha The 
Juſt cauſe to be afraid of them. They are all ſtrono jblerve 
well-made men, extremely robuſt and vigorous. In ſcv 
general they have woolly hair, long beards, ſavagd yn-r1(3 
looks, large hanging ears, and long nails like claws ed, 
which they always uſe in their continual wars witli ert 
their neighbours. The Ouadelims, above all wy, 
more revengeful, arrogant, warlike, and inclineq e 
to plundering, ſpread terror and conſternation wherY a 
ever they pals. They are, however, de:titute of , ra 
courage, as well as the other Arabs, unleſs wheg d ( 
they have a decided ſuperiority in numbers. ite 
All theſe people lodge with their families undeſ Fred 
tents, covered with a coarſe cloth made of camel E f 
hair. It is ſpun by the women, and they weave i 8 lata 
upon looms, which are ſo ſmall, that they can u gl1bo 
them when tl:ey are fitting on the ground. Th _ 
furniture of their habitations conſiſts of two large ©" 
teather bags, containing a few rags, and ſome piece bear 
of old iron, three or four goats ſkins, if they ca A rdlate 
procure ſo many, in which they keep their milk and 4 he L 
their water, ſeveral wooden baſons, ſome harnel ö 18 
for their camels, two large ſtones to grind barley, 5 Ky th 
ſmaller one to drive into the earti the pegs of theiſ its of 
tents, an oſier mat, which ſerves them tor a bed, _ ty ds 
coarſe carpet to cover t:em, and a ſmall ket 5 1 ut 
tle. Such are the utenſiis which dittinguiſh t“ Wcitul 
rich from the poor, | EP 
Thei = as 


"Co 
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Their flocks, which form their whole riches, con- 
Wit of two or three he-camels, ſeveral ſhe ones, a. 
Ie ſheep, and ſome goats. Thoſe, to whom for- 


June has been leſs propitious, have only ſheep and 
L goats. 


Wibſerve moſt ſcrupulouſly, is prayer, of which there 
Wir: ſeveral kinds. The firſt begins always before 
n-riing. The Tale, diſtinguiſhed by his Jong, 
Ward, a piece of woollen ſtuff, half white and 
alf crimſon, which he ſuffers to float around his 
y, and under which appears a figure, dry and 
Wont by long faſting, the conſequence of his 
W:iccllive lazineſs, and by a chaplet of an enormous 
I”, raiſes a loud and lamentable voice, which one 
Puld be apt to believe to be that of a pious and, 
trite man, but which is only that of a hypocrite. 
ned with a poignard, he ſeeks for a ſpot where, 
$: perfidious arm may in the greateſt ſafety give 
W: fatal blow, which pierces the boſom. of his. 


e 1 * 6 "=" 


r. By certain ſounds, he informs the horde to ' 


re and range themſelves under his banner, and 


bar there the praiſes of their prophet. All im- 
liately lock to him with holy reſpect; but, be- 
re he begins his prayer, they pull off a ſmall kind 
petticoat, which hangs from their : girdle, , and 


F 
q ap themſelves up in it as well as in the other, 
* of their dreſs. The Talbe then bends himſelf 
4 wards the ground, removes with his hands the 
Wh upon which his feet were placed, takes 4 
1 ndful of that which he has not trod upon, and, 
Wr want of water, rubs it over his face, hands, and 
W's, as far as the elbows, to cleanſe himſelf from 
W: impurities, and the people imitate him in all 
2 M his 
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The firſt of all their duties, and that which they 


abour or his friend, and often even of his bro- 
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his actions. When prayer is ended, they remain "1 
ſome time ſeated on the ground, trace out with their 


— 


fingers various figures on the ſand, and turn them en 
around their head, as if they were beſprinklingf ren 
themſelves with holy water. During this ceremony the 
theſe ſavages ſhew as much exterior piety and re hou 
ſpect as we do in our churches. I do not, how the 
ever, believe that it is poſſible to pay leſs regard q wy 
religion. than they do as ſoon as their prayers aq W! 
finiſhed. The women, who aſſiſt only at thoſe in th and 
morning, and at thoſe performed at ten at night put 
place themfelves in the entrance of their tents, witli * 


their faces turned towards the eaſt. 28 0 
Next to the firſt exerciſe of religion comes th 


care of milking their flocks. They begin by th I 
ſhe-camels, giving them a great many blows with ay 
their feet, till they make them riſe up. As ſoon a The 
they are on their legs, they take off from their ud 1 
ders a kind of covering, made of ropes worke their 
together, which is intended to prevent the young 0 
camels. from ſucking. The young one then run c. 
up to its mother, and, by its careſſes, prepares her ti hair 
yield her milk in greater abundance. Ihe malte they 


and the keeper of the flock, watch for the mome 
when the lips of the young camel are covered with 
a white foam; they then ſeparate it from its mother 
and each reſting his head on different ſides again 
the animal's belly, they preſs the udder, from which 
they ſometimes draw five pints of milk, when tha 
rains have rendered the earth fruitful. The keepef 
of the flock, after raking a few draughts every tim 
he milks, pours the reſt into a veſſel deſtined fol 
that purpole, and placed by the ſide of his miſtreſs 
for, he is allowed no other nouriſhment than th 
milk which he draws from the laſt of the ray. 5 


( 91 ) 
' When all the milk is thus collected, the miſtreſs 
puts aſide her part, which is never the leaſt ; then 


ſerves her huſband and his children, and lays, up the 
reſt in a goat's ſkin, which ſhe leaves expoſed to 


the ſun before ſhe makes butter. Three or four | | 


hours after, the young girls bring from the fields } 
the ſheep and the goats. The mother, who is al- 
ways preſent at the laſt milking, mixes the milk 
which ſhe procures by it with that of the gamels, | 
and, when the ſun has ſufficiently warmed it, they 
put it into a goat's ſkin, and, by ſhaking it, convert 
the creamy part into butter; what remains, ſerves | 
as drink for the reſt of the day. When the butter 
is churned, they put it into ſmall fkins, where it 
acquires a rancid ſmell, which, according to the 


— 


taſte of theſe barbarians, greatly enhances its valur. 


The women uſe it as pomatum for their hair; with- 


out this they would think ſomething deficient in | | 


WY their dreſs. | 


#3.) 452 231-4 oi 
One can ſcarcely conceive to what a length theſe 


females carry their coquetry. They divide their 1 


hair with the greateſt art into treſſes, ſome of which 
they ſuffer to float over their boſoms, and affix. to 
them every thing they can find. I have ſeen ſome 
who enced them with ſhells, ſmall keys, pad- 
locks, rings, and buttons, which they had taken 
trom the (ors. When their hair is arranged in 


WY this manner, they cover it with a cloth as dirty as a 


diſh-clout, which encloſes their whole head, and 
even half of the noſe, and which is tied under the 
chin. To give more luſtre to their eyes, they paint 
them all round with a large copper needle, which 
they rub upon a kind of bluc ſtone. All their art 
nn adjuſting their dreſs conlifts in folding it with 
WJ ncatyeſs, and making it keep its plaits, though they 
1 2 employ 
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_ employ for that purpoſe neither pins, laces, nor They 
ſewing. That their dreſs may be complete, they Miizing 
muſt Ys the nails of their feet and hands of a red roa 
colour. A Mooreſs, to be reckoned a beauty, muſt Wh eve 
Have long teeth ſticking out of her mouth; rhe Wlhcir 
*Aeſb, from her ſhoulder to her elbow, looſe and The 


4 5877 her body, legs, and thighs, prodigiouſly hass w 
thick; a heavy hobbling gait, and bracelets, like Wines 
>the collar of a Daniſh dog, upon her arms and legs: Mee fre 


in à word, from infancy they endeavour to efface ntint 
"thoſe ſhapes, for which they are indebted to nature, ned 
in order to ſubſtitute others, highly ridiculous and Won to 
diſagreeable. They have no other wardrobe than e nec 
i the articles J have already mentioned. Beſides the um 
periodical inconvenience to which all women ares fie. 
ſubject, when one is told that they bring forth their ing 
children on the ſame clothes which they wear, that twit 
they receive their naſtineſs, and that they uſe them ays 
"alſo for wiping their noſe, one muſt form a very the 
diſguſting idea of the cleanlineſs of a Mooriſh Wy cap 
-woman. | he 
Could any one believe, that ſuch hideous and ertai 
frightful females are jealous, and fond of propaga-H ch m 
ting ſcandal ? This, however, is the caſe, If one the 
of them has occaſion to borrow any thing from love 
neighbour, and if the huſband happens to be in the Wh ric 
tent, ſhe veils her face, and preſents herſelf at the Wi che 
entrance, with a timid and trembling air; but, if her ey c- 
neighbour happen to be by herſelf, they begin to ¶ out 
rail againſt all their acquaintances who are able to Wiliſpla 
dreſs in a ſuperior ſtyle. The converſation is pro- Hut a 
longed, a third neighbour arrives, who puts in her Mie an 
word alſo, ſo that the half of the day is ſpent in Perfic 
ſpeaking ill of others, and they often ſeparate, with- W very 
out recollecting what they had come to borrow. — W of tl; 
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They are alſo remarkably lazy, and fond of gorman- 
lizing. - When they know that camels or goats fleſh 
; roaſting in any tent, they will expoſe themſelves 
o every affront in order to procure ſome of it.— 
Wl heir favourite part is the liver. 

W The men have almoſt the ſame faults. They will 
W's whole days ſtretched out on their mats, ſome- 
mes aſleep, at others ſmoking, or making ſome 

ne free them from the vermin with which they are 
Wontinually tormented, This office is generally a- 
ned to the women; but the men have no aver- |} 
Won to do it reciprocally for one another. In ſhort, 
e nced not be aſtoniſhed that their vermin ſhould 
rm throughout the whole country, ſince they are 
W's fed with throwing them on the ground, without 

Ping themſelves the trouble to __ them,— 
twithſtanding all my precautions, my beard was 
Wirays full of them; and I can ſay, that this was 
the leaſt of the miſeries which I ſuffered during 
=) captivity. 1 
he men aſſemble ſometimes in the day- time to 
ertain one another with their warlike exploits. 
ch mentions the number of enemies he has killed. 14 
sche moſt part, the appellation of liar is inſtanti 

Wiowed upon him who ventures to make an aſſer- 

* 5 : 

Wn ridiculouſly falſe, the diſpute becomes warm, 
che converſation is terminated by their daggers. 
Wicy can never agitate the moſt indifferent ſubject 
out having their eyes ſparkling with rage. Fury 
lifplayed in all their geſtures, and they never go 
out any of their domeſtic affairs without great 
ile and clamour. 

WJ ecrfidy and treachery are alſo two vices inherent 
every Arab, and on this account they never go 
ob tlieir tents without being armed. They could 

| never 
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never carry on buſineſs by granting written ſecuriti eſe 


for he who received a bond would aſſuredly {Wome 
ſtabbed by the perſon who ſigned it: they alwaW"9" 
carry whatever they have molt valuable in a ſence 
leathern purſe, ſuſpended from their necks. Thou: ich 6 
in their tents they uſe neither Iocks nor keys, I ha gh 
ſeen ſome who had fmall coffers ; but even th ey v 


coffers, the contents of which in value ſeldom Ac 


ceed half-a- crown, are an object of deſire to a v ang 
horde. In this reſpect, I can except neither H Dο]̃ 
ther nor father, nor even the ſon of him who p. 


ſeſſes it. My maſter's brother, of all the Ara hut 


ſhewed the greateſt jealouſy on account of the m tert: 


booty with which J had enriched him. He e et 


propoſed to me one day, as a very trifling thigh ca 
to cut his throat in the night-time. For this p ich 
poſe he offered me his poignard, and promiſedi r it 


conduct me to Morocco as ſoon as I ſhould exe mitt 


this crime. However diſcontented I might be ed, 
my ſituation, this propoſal ſhocked me, and fili roge 
me with horror. Nevertheleſs, a few days after has 
was renewed, in a very earneſt manner, by one of e ſpc 
uncles of Sidy Mahammet, who of all his relation Wt 
appeared to be moſt attached to him. More t s; ; 4 
once have I ſeen this man ſteal privately into the 
maſter's tent, in the night- time, to pilfer ſome vis 1 Paeere 
of old iron, or the end of a girth ; and yet thi clo 
wretch was one of the moſt conſiderable p atil th 
the hamlet. He was conſulted in various nl by ner p 
and his deciſion was a law to the poor; as for off W If ch 
rich, they never acknowledge any. e hor 

Young people are early accuſtomed to ule sem 
poignard, to tear out the bowels of their adverſa ral, t 
with their nails, and to conceal a lie, in an artl i 


manner, under the veil of truth, Thoſe, who ne b⸗ 
th 
| 


6 


Ye alents add the art of reading and writing, be- 
Wome the moſt dangerous monſters, as they acquire 
__ their countrymen-a much greater pre mi- 
race. It may be ſaid, that they are familiariſed 
ich crimes from their infancy ; and that they are 
ehe to commit them with the fame pleaſure as if; 
ey were performing the moſt meritorious action 
; According to the cuſtom of the country, every 
* anger, of whatever tribe or canton he may be, 
own or unknown, muſt be treated with hoſpita- 
y. If there are ſeveral travellers, each inhabitant 
ost contribute ſomething towards the expence of 
ertaining them. All without diſtinction go to 
p er them, congratulate them upon their arrival, 
Id carry their baggage to the bottom of the buſh. 
ich! is deſtined to ſhelter them during the night; 
r, it is an eſtabliſhed rule, that no ſtranger can be 
mitted into their tents. When this ceremony 18 
kded,. all fir down around their new gueſt, and in- 
$rrogate him reſpecting the country from which, 
We: bas come, whether ſuch a tribe have evacuated 
fie ſpot in which they 5-ere. encamped, whether he 
t with others in the neareſt or moſt remote can- 
4 IDs; and, laſtly, whether he found rauch paſture. 
the places which he traverſed, When he has 
Ffwered all theſe queſtions, they aſk to what tribe 
belongs ; but they never enquire after his health, 
atil they have ſatisfied themſelves re(pecupgleſaaPs 
mer point which they with to know. 

lf & ſtranger. be acquainted with no perſon. in 
e horde which he viſits, the richeſt in it muſt al- 
Nys maintain him while he ſtays. If there be ſe- 


— — 


5 


dal, the expence, as I have already ſaid, becomes 


Wommon. Each receives a large baſon of milk, and 
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ſe or 


U . 
8. — — ene — — — 
— 


* = b => _ 


* __ * 
P ths, 
— — 


2 


— — ww 


A — - 
—— SF — 
2 - 


- = ad 
- ———ů— — 


6 ES * 
- 2 


— — — 


— — = _ = 1 — > oo OO" — — — - - - 
— * . 


(96 ) 


or with water, when it can be procured. If the vi-Mcnmp! 
firor can read, he has the honour of repeating the Nhe 

rayers. In that caſe, the Tale of the 11: 
bamlet places himſelf cloſe by him, as maſter ofnat, 


to this if he be a ſtranger of whom little is known; 
but, if he have friends in the horde, and if he be con- 
ſidered as rich, a ram or a fat ſheep is killed to g.? Upor 
gale him. The wife prepares the repaſt, and, before 
ſhe bakes the meat, ſhe ſeparates the fat from it, 
which ſhe ſerves up raw. When the fleſh is baked, 
ſhe begins by putting her huſband's ſhare on one 
fide, after which ſhe ſets apart certain portions fot 
ſuch of his friends as he lives with upon good 
terms. To be wanting in this duty wonold be ani 
unpardonable omiſſion. At length ſhe diſplays with 
great care, upon a. little ſtraw, the part deſtined fo 
the traveller. The Arab, who treats, is always fol 
lowed by a Chriſtian ſlave or negro, who carries 
upon his head the repaſt intended for the gueſt 
which, however, is never ſerved up till the hour HH 


ten at night, though he may have arrived early in ce 
witir 


the morning. The cuſtom is to offer nothing bu it. 
at night, and always by moon-ſhine, or by the high lrtair 
of a large fire; for, the Arabs kindle fires in almolt'vnnr 
every ſeaſon. The traveller never fails to preſs ich 
with much earneſtneſs, the perſon who accompanies um; 
the diſh to do him the honour of partaking with E 
e 11K 


him; but the latter refuſes as much as he poſſibly 
can, and this refuſal is founded upon the reſpectÞ 
which he bears towards his gueſt, a 
Next morning the travellers continue their jour- 
ney without taking leave of any one. This man- 
ner of behaving to one another is certainly very 
commendable; but what ſtratagems do they not 
15 employ 


It w 
pride: 
Nconſid 
| dut th 
e ſur 
ad to 


SE 
I:mploy to ſave themſelves from . this, expence ! 
When an unkno aveller appears, they place at 
I, (mall diſtance from their tent a camel's ſaddle, 2 

nat, a fuſee, and a ſmall package, which appears 

Jo be the baggage of ſome other traveller who has 

W:alted ; but often theſe precautions do nat prevent 

Wc ſtranger from depoſiting his luggage cloſe by. 

Upon this, the chief goes and informs him, that 

ey belong to ſome Arab of a neighbouring ham- 

Wt. This, however, is a trick, to which they are 

Wycll-accuſtomed, and on that account the viſitor 

Jever ſtirs ; but they revenge themſelves for his im- 

Woortunity, by giving him a very ſcanty allowance, 

Ile then looks around on every ſide, and, if he per- 

Wives a fire, he haſtens thither, in hopes of finding 

licher meat or ſome ſoup. At firſt, he is very care- 

ul to conceal himſelf behind the tent, . he 
gay hear what paſſes, and whether they are eating; 

Wor, they are cunning enough, in order to prevent 

uch viſits, to remove quickly the three ſtones that 

Jupport their kettle; and in that caſe he is ſure gf 

ucceſs, for they never ſee any one paſs, without 

Wviting him to enter and take a part of their en- 

rrtainment. It often happens, that, while he is 

W'vnning in ſearch of a good ſupper, the effects 

hich he depoſited behind a buſh, are ſtolen from 

n; but this is only a trifle, for, on the firſt oppor- 

Wiunity, he indemnifies himſelf by ſerving others in 

ae like manner. | | 

It would be difficult to form a proper idea of the 

Jide and ignorance of theſe Arabs. They not only 

Wonder themſelves as the firſt people in the world, 

et they have the ridiculous vanity to believe that 
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id to me, © Behold that luminary, which is .ug- 
known 
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he ſun riſes for them only. Several of them often 
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known in thy country ! During the obſcurity of :akes 
night, thou art not enlightened, as we are, by tha l cited 
bright body, which regulates our days and our feſtiM Iin th 
vals! His children, | the ſtars, ] with which the blu exect 
vault of heaven ls ded, point out to us the time ? I mul 
of prayer. Youhave neither trees, c amels, ſheep, ſand Win th 
goats, nor dogs. Are your women made like ours? W are © 
* How long didſt thou remain in the belly of th 3 and h 
mother ?” aſked another. * As long,” replied WE:rms. 
e as thou in that of thine,” © Indeed,” replied Mrtire 
ſecond, (counting my fingers and toes,) “ he Noche 
made like us ;—be differs in nothing but in colo party 
and language z— he aftoniſhes me. Do you ſow = =. heir 
ley in your houſes?” [ ſhips. ] No,“ ſaid I, e o ccher 
our land almoſt in the fame ſeaſon as yon 0 ens, 
yours.“ How,“ cried out ſeveral of them, “du ind 
you inhabit then the earth? We thought you wei tread 
born and lived on the fea.” Such were. the diff "JT 
ferent queſtions to which I was obliged to pl Weak 
when they thought proper to honour me with the Yeo liv 
,Converſ tion. ouad 
War, among theſe Arabs, is nothing but ap bm 
cies of robbery. They never undertake it but th Wrobb- 
they may indulge in lazineſs, after having pillaga d 


their enemies flocks, and ravaged the fields befo [ toc co 


they arc reaped. One day, while the plains we in 
covered with the cattle of the whole hamlet, one MMrheat 
their keepers came running, quite out of breath, Whet 
inform us that large partics of the Ouadelims weif conti. 
making their appearance on the tops of the mou carry 
tains, and feemed as if they had a deſign to carr canto 
off our flocks. A large drum was then beaten, à WI 'rvits 
ran to their arms, and immediately ſet out to mee Lad r 
the ene ny. Thoſe who were mounted on horſq c 
were oo 11oſt in a cloud of duſt, The camel, _ I of b; 
"# take a 
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W ciced by the cries of the rider, it darted forward 
Wn the crowd, and with its. teeth. did as much 
execution as could have heen done by the 
nuſquet. The Arabs never make an attack ranged 
Win the order of battle. As many warriors as there 
le on each ſide, ſo many ſingle combats are there; 
ind he who overcomes his ad ver ſary takes fromhim his 
ns, or the animal upon which he is moun ited, and 
etires precipitately with the fruits of his victory. 
ochers, if they conſider themſelves, as the ſtronger 
W party, lay hold of one another, ſtab each other with 
a ir Poignards, and ſometimes tear out one an- 
ccher's bowels with their long nails. It often hay + 
ens, that thoſe, who poſſeſs g great riches in cattle, 
Wind themſclves reduced in one day to the mo 
: lreadful milery, and are ſtripped of their all by him 
bo only the evening before poſſeſſed nothing. The 
akeſt tribes being "moſt expoſed, they take care 
N olive retired, and, above all, at a diſtance from the 
4 Ouadelims and the Labdeſſeba. I ſaw the latter, 
ve time before I quitted the country, begin their 
obberies towards Arguem, which they call Agadir, 
nd carry their ravages even to the gates of Mo- 
4 tocco. IF 

nn general they reap only barley, and ſometimes 
1 cat, when there has been abundaace of Tain. 
. Then I was in that country, as chere had been 2 
entinued drought for three years, they reſol ved to 
carry the horrors of war into the more fortunate 
Wy cantons, where they plundered their brethren of tke 
WI ituics of their labour and Induſtry, Thus plentiful 
ad rich crops pals into the hands of ferocious men, 
io choose rather to expole their lives to the dangers 
0 dt bactle than to work in order to procure them- 
Kies a ſubſiſtence. 


N 2 When 


3 nkes very long ſteps, was no leſs nimble... In- 
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When the battle is finiſhed, each party digs af cho 
certain number of graves, and the Talbes, being de- 2 repaſt 
ſired to repair to the ſpot which has been drenched . The 

with the blood of their countrymen, haſten thicherMand 1 
to diſcharge the functions of their miniſtry. Theſe mon 
conſiſt in articulating mournful ſounds over a fewMwuoun 
handfuls of ſand collected into a ſhell, in ſcatterinꝗg him « 
them over the unhappy victims whom they are pre fave 
paring for death, in preſſing their thumbs again(MQfounc 
rheir foreheads, as if they applied ſome holy oil t deepe 
them; and, laſtly, in covering their bodies with earth 
ſcarf and a chaplet. When they have breathed the fect: 
laſt, they ſtretch them out in the grave, always offWhave | 
their left ſide, and with their faces turned toward way 
the riſing ſun, as if to contemplate the tomb ron 
their prophet. They then ſurround the grave wit re | 
large ſtones piled upon one another, which ſerve peopl 
a monurnent to theſe military plunderers. The ag ef ini 
of the warriors is diſtinguiſhed by the quantity uſual 
ground which their bodies occupy. The wome / re e; 
in tears go and roll themſelves in the ſand aroun inder 
theſe mauſolea; and their geſtures, their grimace v op 
and their ſighs, uttered as it were in cadence, for thin 
a ſpectacle truly ridiculous. A traveller never paſſq mixe 
before theſe tombs without laying down his ſtick 


W The 
and, after repeating a ſhort prayer, he raiſes aroun 


5 


2 


© alters 
the tomb pyramids of ſtones, which indicate th they | 
vows he has offered up for the repoſe of the ſoul FF} victu 

the deceaſed, BY accor 
Atſter the funeral ceremonies, mournful and me main 

lancholy cries are heard throughout the whole ham do nc 
let. All unite their tears to thoſe of the afflicte land, 
relations, and the tent of the deceaſed is removeWy of ta! 
to another place. All his effects are expoſed to nll tree | 
open air, and the fatteſt ram falls under the mu ablol 
dering knife, to conſole his friends and 1 vear 


3 
8 þ 
4 1 
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ho offer up this facrifice to him. When their 
e paſt is finiſhed, they forget all their animoſity. 
The very day after a battle, I have ſeen them pay 


Wand receive reciprocal viſits; and it is not uncom- 


mon for one to go and ſee the enemy whom he has 
Wounded the evening before, and to diſcourſe with 
lian on the addreſs which he diſplayed in watching 
WW: favourable opportunity to wound him. What 1 
Hund moft extraordinary was, that, to cure the 
eepeſt wounds, they never employed any thing but 
earth; from whatever place it might be taken, its 
ects were always the ſame. To allay pain, they 
Wave recourſe to another expedient, which does not 
ways ſucceed ſo well; this is to apply a red-hot 
ron to the part affected. Theſe Arabs, however, 
re ſubject to few diſcaſes. I have ſeen many old 
people of both ſexes, who were oppreſſed by no kind 
Wo infirmity. Sore eyes and cholics are the moſt 
E _Iufual diforders among them; children, above all, 
re expoſed to theſe, though in other reſpects ſtrong 
ind robuſt. In the morning it is difficult for them 
V open their eye-lids. With regard to the cholic, 
W | think it is occaſioned by the verdegris which is 
WW mixed with every thing that they eat or drink. 
he reaſon of its not occaſtoning more ſudden diſ- 


* 


W alters, is, perhaps, the large quantities of milk which 
= they uſe, The kettles in which they cook their 
© | victuals are not tinned ; they never waſh them, on 
account of the ſcarcity of water, ſo that they re- 
main covered with a cruſt of verdegris, which they 
do not ſcrape away even when they ſcour them with 
and. During my ſtay among them, I was deſirous 
of taking that trouble, and of rubbing until I ſhould 


+ 


obſolutely forbade me, telling me, that I ſhould 
Lear their kettle, It is therefore impoſſible that 
1 tl. e 


ce them entirely from the verdegris; but they 
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the foed hich remains in ſuch. veſſels ſhould no 
ay prejudicial to the health. 
It ſometimes happens, that the fields of theſe bar 
3 are covered with plentiful crops; but, inſtead F 
of waiting till che grain attains to maturity, they 1 
cut it down, and dry it over hot cinders, withoulf 
reflecting, that, by puriuing this method, they de 5 
prive themſelves of that abundance which, is necefi 
fary for the ſupport of their families, and of ſtra 
to hed their cattle, which for the molt part are re i van 
duced to the neceſſity of! browſing on the di 1. 
branches of trees, and that they the itelves are ofteſ rab 
obliged to eat the ſaddles and girths from the back 4 Lotti 
of their camels. I could not fee without regte eon. 
the little care which theſe barbar ians take in prep 5 
ring the earth. They Icave the ſeed between head 
of flones, and among buſhes, white their parche 
roots abſorb all the muifture of the ground, on whic 7% 
the waters leave a kind of flime, very fit for acc 5 
terating vegetation. The perſon, who ts employ 48 
to till the ground, repairs to thoſe ſpots which t 
rain has principally moiſtened, and ſcatters the ee 
here and there indifferently; alter which, he tur 
up the earth with a plough, drawn by ones came Wc 
which conſequently makes a furrow of very fn Hf 
depth. If the moiſture of the clouds happens t. * 
ſccond this labour, each retircs with his portion ti lic 
the interior part of their rocks. f 
In paſſing through. more fertile cantons, I hay rs 
often found under my feet ſhcaves of corn, the ful" ow 
ears of which might have invited the 3 opulen [om 
Arab to collect them; others, heaped one upon anWed, 
other, remained expoſed to they inzurics of the we e p 
ther, becauſe the proprietor found himſelf provic us WI fact ur 
with enough to laſt him until the ſeaſon when ens 


Vapgurs, attracted by the mountains, ſhould talliWeoid 
dow 


103) 
own in torrents, and inundate the valleys,” © bs 

t poſſible,” ſaid Ito myſelf, < that there are men, 
Z obs ſet ſo little value on the favours of Providence! 
Wow happy ſhould I think myſelf to have ſuch pro- 
ion at my diſpoſal ”'—I took ſome handfuls ot this 
A barley, and, having ſeparated it from the ſurround- 

ling huſks, ate it "with inexpreſſible pleaſure. I 


. magined myſelf conveyed back to that period, when 
4 manna dropped from the heivens to relieve the 
ants of the Iſraelites in the wilderneſs, 1 
l never perceived any thing like genius in thoſe 
Y Jrabs among whom I refided ; ; they are abſolutely 
Wiclitute of induſtry, and ſhew no deſire for in{truc- 
4 on. They had among them only two tradefmen, 
hom they beheld with a kind of veneration, ow- 
„ , no doubt, to the aſtoniſnment they were un- 
5 [ic at ſecing them imirate the works of foreign na- 


* ons; for, they are incapable of inventing any thing. 
= 
Wknowledge of the country, The art "of the former 
ont ed only in making wooden baſons, mortars, 
4 WP ploughs ; but he was far from giving, to that 
trument of agriculture, ſuch a form as would have 
adered it ealy to be managed by the labourer. 
bc other, by the ſtrength of his arms, could ham- 
oer out a piece of iron, with the good or bad qua- 
ies of which he was not in the leaſt acquainte 
often after putting it ſeveral times into the fire, and 
{6 priving it of its properties, he has been obliged to 
os it aſide, without being able to convert it to any 
* ow purpole ; and, it he at length happened to ſuc- 
ed, it was only by imitating, in a rude manner, 
e propoſcd object. The fame workman manu- 
GJ ictured, with the like confidence, the molt preci- 
Nous metals. My maſter one day brought hin the 
Wold chain which I had given hun, and ordered him 
2 TH 


N carpenter and a blackſmith engrolled all the 
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to convert it into rings for his daughter. The ig. 
norant mechanic, after examining it with the great. 
eſt care, pretended that it was not gold, comparing it 
with one of pinchbeck, which he had received from 
ſome of our ſailors, and which he declared to be 
pure gold. To ſupport his aſſertion, he made the 
Arab obſerve that mine was of different colours 
whereas the other was rougher, and of a deeper yel 
low. In ſhort, after a long diſſertation, and vari 
ous obſervations, equally ridiculous as falte, he de 
termined to hollow out a large piece of half-burndf 
wood, im which he encloſed it, and, by the force o 
blowing, he at length melted it, and made rings of it a 
clumſy as thoſe which ſurround a ſnuff-box. His ta 
lents were, however, univerſally admired, and, as a re 
ward for his labour, he received a baſon of butter-· milk 

How much pains did I take to teach them tal 
ue their barley with more care, and to free © 
rom the chaff! How many attempts did I make 
alſo, to inſtruct them how to put loads on the back 
of their camels, in ſuch a manner that they mighli 
remain properly balanced, and that they mighl 
never hurt their animals, or ſuffer their inſtrument” 
10 be continually expoſed to the danger of being 
broken by a fall! I wiſhed likewiſe to prevail upoſ 
them to till the earth better, and to reap their crop 
with more care and artention. In ſhort, I was de 
ſirous of civiliſing them, but my endeavours wer 
al:ogether fruitleſs. They were more obſtinate than 
their camels, and that is ſaying not a little; for, I can 
hardly expreſs how much 1 ſuffered in this reſpeca''< - 
from theſe animals during the thirteen months I wa "© ! 
employed in keeping them. Whatever pains may} Va 
be taken to convince theſe Arabs of their want only "ey 
capacity in every thing they undertake, it is no ba. 


\ VA 


pollible to cure them of their prejudices, and to 91 ve 
rec 
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ect their bad habits. I have ſeen the breech-pin 
of a fuſee in the hands of the blackſmith already 
mentioned, upon which he had laboured for fifreen 


days; and, when he had finiſhed his work, I told 
him that it was fo badly adjuſted, that the perſon, 


without being expoſed to great danger. All thoſe 
who were preſent endeavoured to prevail upon me 
o make a trial of it, but I begged to be excuſed. 
The workman, however, through an exceſs of va- 
tity, fired the piece himſelf, and had his cheek and 
dart of his hand carried away by it. I can ſafely 
eclare, after what I have ſeen, that the 1gnorance 
W' chis armourer occaſions as many wounds to theſe 
abs as they receive in war. They often queſ- 
oned us to know whether there was not a gun-ſmith 
vongſt us. After the obſervations which they 
id heard me make, they ſuſpected me to be one. 
heir arms are in the moſt wretched condition; 
V conſiſt principally of fuſees made for expor- 
don, which the Arabs of the tribe of Trargea ex- 
ange with them for camels. Some hordes pro- 
rc them from veſſels that have been ſhipwrecked 
their coaſts; and ſome procure them from Mo- 
bocco. Thoſe which they get in the latter manner 
noch ſtronger, but ſo difficult to manage, that 
prefer thoſe of Europe, and eſpecially thoſe 
r ch have two barrels. There is not a ſingle Arab, 
io would not give a Chriſtian flave for one of theſe 
troments of deſtruction. When they are under 
© ne ceſſity of having them repaired, they employ 
de iron which they tear from veſſels thi: are loſt, 
was at firſt aſtoniſhed to ſee with what eagerneſs 
icy ſtayed the brandy caſks to get off the hoops, as 
had no ſuſpicion that they deſtined this iron, which 
very bad, for ſuch a purpoſe, If iron and muſe 
quets 


ſor whom the fuſce was intended, could not uſe it 
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quets are ſuch valuable vbjcAs to theſe Arabs, we 
may readily conclude, that "Wy balls, powder, 
and ſhot, are no lets fo. | They 8 ſenſe enough 
10 diſtinguif good _— c OM bad. Large quan- not: 
tities of it are manufactured in the ſmall city of fou 
Gouadnum; but it 4 10 hah and weak, that ir *"4 
produces a very flow effect, and often none at all; the 
it ſtains the barrel and dirties the lock, which, for £2 ! 
want of © , they ATC end LO ke with butter, ro} 

Cee crimes, which they endeavour to commit rally 
peo) . never make a myiteryM 12) 
of their 2 ation: W. hen on e of them is CE * 
undertaking a long journey, he in for ms the wholo can 
hamlet, who aſſemble to give cheit beſt advice t ; nene 


[ 
bec 


Icrt! 


the traveller. Every one makes his ſpeech, event A 
children of fourteen, WhO 1p * with as much co) ving 
fidence as any old man who is diſcourſing on the ham 
moſt important buſineſs. I heſe conferences, which *'< 2 
are intended for no other purpo! ſe than to approve ine 
or condemn their countryman's project, are ſomeA preſe 
times lengthened out to a whole month. The fam Chi 
thing happens every time that they are about ro a 
change the place of their encampment, or to con 7 
duct their camels to the borders of the fea, Thi ent 
laſt queſtion is always the longeſt under delibera e 

tion, on account of the diſtance, and the hardſhip Ara 

they ſuffer from the want of milk duting the abſence bid 
of theſe animals. It is true, that, in ſuch caſes, thoſe bac. 
who do not ſend their camels to the coaſts ſupplyMt hi 
thoſe, who are in want, with milk, according to thei che 

own expreſſion, to be paid back in the /ike coin. The 
Joy is never manifeſted ſo much as on the return o 
their cattle, When they come back, they are al 
loaded with goat's ſkins ful of water, which con 
tracts in them a moſt diſagreeable ſmell ; but it is [i 
ſcarce that they drink it with the greateſt avidity. 
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le is generally believed in Europe, that a dog will. 
become mad if he does not get water. In the de- 


nts of Arabia they never drink at all, and feed upon 
nothing but excrements. Camels remain ſometimes 
our whole months without taſting a drop of water, 
ind goats and ſheep drink ftiil leſs. In ſhort, if 
the Arabs had no horles, they would perhaps never 
go in ſearch of water; they would wait till it ſhould 
drop from the heavens. Thoſe rains, which gene- 
rally fall in the month of October diffule univerſal 


joy, and great rejoicings are made at that epoch, 


Thoſe, who have never known the want of water, 
can form no idea of the tranſports which they aper 
nence upon theſe occaſions. 

A huſband cannot put away his wife without ha. 
ving firſt obtained the permiſſion of the elders of the 


XS hamlet, which is never refuſed. The women here 


BY are always treated with the moſt ſoverergn contempt. 


ihey never aſſume the name of their huſbands, but 
preſerve that which they received at their birth. 
Children even do not take the name of their father. 
in almoſt all the hamlets, which I had an opportu- 
nity of viſiting, there were only four or five diffe- 
ent names; they diſtinguiſh themſelves by that of 
their tribe, or by any ſurname whatever. When an 


Arab ſets out on a long journey, his ſpoule, after 
W bidding him farewel, follows him about twenty 
J paces * her habitation, throws after him the ſtone 
W which is employed to drive the pegs of rhe tent into 


the earth, and, when it ſtops, buries it in the ſand 
till his return. It is thus that ſhe ſhews her good 


A vidhes towards him, and the vows ſhe offers up for 


lis happy return. 


Though theſe women are very indecent in their 


courſe and geſtures, they are extremely faithful 
% their huſbands, I could never reconcile the ten- 


O 2 derneſs 
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F 
derneſs which they ſhew to their children with that Wl 66 « 
barbarity which they diſplay in correcting them, 
eſpecially their daughters, who are very undutiful Wl: 
to their parents. It is upon them, however, that Sf 
they laviſh their opulence ; they ornament them with 
ear-rings, and put rings of gold or ſilver upon their Wc. 
arms and legs. They add ſo much alloy to their o. 
filver, that it is ſcarcely any thing elſe but whitened Hot 
copper. Thoſe of the lower claſs make uſe. only of WM ou: 
the latter. | | ado! 
Nothing can equal the joy of the Arabs on the If 
birth of a ſon. It may readily be gueſſed, that rhe oed 
mother has neither the aſſiſtance of a midwife nor Wc! a; 
of a ſurgeon, For the molt part ſhe is alone at the Had 
time of her delivery, ſtretched out upon the ſand, Nen 
where ſhe depoſits her burden, and, having taken a life 
drop of milk to ſtrengthen her, remains lying on the he 
ground in a wretched tent, incapable of ſhelterir g pros 
her from the inclemency of the weather. Is 
Every woman who brings forth a ſon, in order to 1. 
maniteſt her joy, blackens her face for the ſpace of ho 
forty days. At the birth of a daughter, ſhe black- WM mou 
ens only the half of her viſage, and for no more than cave. 
twenty days. Could theſe poor children obſetrve bad 
the hideous appearance which their mothers, exhibit, Muse 
they would be frightened from approaching their bum 
breaſts. I never ſaw ſo diſguſting figures. Wo hi 
I could not he'p ſhuddering when I ſaw the ſeve- ive 
rity with which theſe women treat their children fm 
when yet at the breaſt. They lay them afleep by As © 
giving them ſevere blows upon the back; and, to Wttci; 
prevent them from crying, they pinch them in a What 
meſt unmerciful manner, and twiſt their ſkin with latin. 
th-ir fingers. I have ſeen ſome of theſe inhuman Illis n 
monſters ſet out, the very day upon which they were Whe h. 
delivered, in order to encamp at the diſtance ot Wd | 
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teen or twenty leagues. They are placed without 
diſtinction in a kind of cradle, which is fixed 
pon the top of a camel's load, and, as they are very 
ſhicuous in this Gruation, they endeavour to 
10 .hemfelves in the beſt manner they can, and 
i ee each others finery. For this purpoſe, they 
bent the camel's body with ſeveral banda 

of carlet cloth, and with a few white rags. The 
our ſticks, which form the frame of the cradle, are 
adorned with leaves of copper or of ſilver gilt. 
It is generally the women who pull up the poles 
of the tent, when their huſbands have reſolved to 
change the place of their encamptment; they alſo 
ad the camels under the inſpection of their maſters. 
Lt When. the huſband mounts on horſeback, it is the 
ie who preſents him with his ſpurs, and, though 
Ie fall and bruiſe herſelf, it is of little importance, 
provided on his arrival he finds her ready to ſerve 
lim with a baſon of butter-milk. | 
have been often ſhocked to ſee one of theſe Arabs, | 
ho not being rich enough to purchaſe a horſe, had 
Wnounted upon the bales on the back of his camel, 
cave to dilmayed females the care of arranging the 
W load which had tumbled down, whille he with the 3 
W utnoſt indifference was repoſing hunſelt behind a 
boom. Nothing can be more arrogant than an Arab 
J his wife, nothing more humble than one of his 
Jvives in his preſence. They are even excluded 
tom the company of their huſbands at their meals. 
Ws; ſoon as they have ſerved them, they retire until 
air tyrants are pleaſed to call them to pive them 
3 rom they have left. An Arab cannot, without vio- 
Ilating the rules of decency, enter the tent of any of 
Alis neiglibours on any account whatever. When 
e Ne has occaſion to ſpeak wich him, he calls him out, 
ad the wife, when ſhe hears the ſound of his voice, 


immediately 
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Immediately puts on a veil, and ſhe does this even 
when ſhe paſſes one. A huſband would be defici.. 
ent in politeneſs, did he, on entering his tent, lay 
himſelf c down vpon the mat uſed by his wife; he 
cannot enjoy that priviiege until ſhe has retired to 
reſt. In ſhort; they are abundantly complaiſant to- 
wards their wives while they are big with child. 
There are few families in which there are not five or 
fix children ; and, as a plurality of wives is permitted, 
it may readily be ſuppoſed how much theſe people 
muſt multiply. There exiſts, however, no jealouſy 
between theſe females ; they live all under the ſame 
tent, and fee upon whom their huſbands are fondeſt bi- 
of beſtowing their favours. =... 

The tent, ſet apart for the reception of a new mar- 
ried couple, is diſtinguiſhed with a ſmall white flag 
The bridegroom has his forehead ornamented with - 
a band of the ſame colour; and, whether he be mar 
ried for the firſt or the fifth time, he is always de... 
corated with the ſymbol of virginity, whatever his 2 
age may be. On the wedding-day, the huſband 
orders a camel to be killed to regale the company 
and both the married and unmarried women, with 
out any diſtinction, aſſemble around the drummer 1. | 
The latter, ſeated on the ground, bears upon hi 
inſtrument with one hand; and, with the other 
forming a kind of ſpeaking-trumpet, accompanie 
the ſound of his drum with dreadtul howlings, an... 
with the clanking of a chain, which he moves wir; 
his arm. One perſon only dances to this agree2010. . 
muſic. She agitates her body in a moſt ſingula 
manner, and, with her arms floating before her, tori 
a number of geſtures, each more indecent than an 
other, while all the ſpectators beat time with the 
hands. With their neeks ſtretched out, and the! 


mouths turned firſt on one fide and then to m_— 
the 


( nx ) | 
hey make a thouſand grimaces, which are anſwered 
»y the female who dances with aſtoniſhing preciſi- 
on. She finiſhes this exerciſe- by reſting herſelf 
gently againſt the muſician, the ſound of the inſtru- 
ent Wes away, the eyes of the actreſs become half 

Hut, ſhe prefles her boſom, and every thing an- 
zounces the moſt violent paſſion. But it is im- 
poſHble to paint that moment, or the air of indiffe= 
:ence with which the woman, who has played this part, 


3 

dias ber companions. The young men a 
cle, one ſtands in the middle upon one leg, with 
ee other he endeavours to defend himſelf from the 
I blows which are aimed at him from all quarters, and 


he firt whom he ftrikes muſt aſſume his place, 
lis game of adiireſs is the only one with which they 
WT ic acquainted, 7 
The morning after the wedding, the new married 
woman is ſeparated from her huſband ; and her fę- 
male friends, who have provided water, waſh hen 
dy from the middle to the feet, They alſo comb 
her hair, form it into treſſes, dye her nails red, and 
put upon her a new dreis, If ſhe be not rich enough 
to buy one, ſhe receives one in loan till the feſtival 
be finiſhed. | 

always conſidered as a fable what was told me 
eſpecting the breaits of the Moorefles, but J am 
W now convinced of my error. I have ſeen, not to 
mention other 1n(tances, one of theſe women, when 
W's a paſſion, ſtrike one of her children ſo hard with 
one of her braatts, that ſhe Knocked the child down 
o the ground, 

s Ccarcely is a male child able to walk when its 


"YN mother treats it with the ſame reſpect as ſhe treats 
er huſband ; that is to ſay, ſhe prepares food for 
c 


i and never eats till her fon is ſerved. The Talbe, 
ho teaches children to read and write, never in- 
ſtructs 


4 


7 


a * #1. 1 . 
ſtructs ne bat PII EY «a the Aiden 
ſtudy in the ſame manner, although each has often 
4 different leſſon to learn, which occaſion? a hor- 
ridle noiſe. The exerciſes whiefr they give them 
are wricten por lips of bat Wel poliſhed; Wien 
the leſſon is got, it is rubbed dt, and its place is 
o by another, Which ioſtead of a quill; is 
witten with a flip of wood. T heir ciphers have . 
at reſemblance to ours. 
After what I have ſaid concerning theſe batbari. 
| as” the reader may eaſily conceive how anxiobs I 
muſt have been to be reſtored to my cbuntry. We 
 Eomplaiti when obliged to renounce” old: habits; we 
— tears when we ſepatate from our friends, wg 
are uneeſy when we forget a handkerchief, or When. 
we are prevented from uſing a razor for two daß, 
Feet, for fourteen months, aid! ſuffer all the miſeries 
ob ſla very; naked, tormented by vermin, tor ir 


| every part of my body, and having no other bed 


hlt the wet or burbing ſand. O! Divine Proyi.. 
. dence, it is thou who Rat fpportell me in pi los 
= thee have I made a ſacrifice of my ſufſt bd 
| "Sedo Llook up for my reward t > EL 
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